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HR 6389

Martha Wright Prison Phone Justice Act

Congress: 116 (2019-2021, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications

Introduced: Mar 25, 2020

Current Status. Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.

Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce. (Mar 25, 2020)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6389

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Rush, Bobby L. [D-IL-1]
Party: Democratic « State: IL ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (14 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] D-DC May 8, 2020
Rep. Carson, Andre [D-IN-7] D-IN May 8, 2020
Rep. Trone, David J. [D-MD-6] D -MD May 15, 2020
Rep. Eshoo, Anna G. [D-CA-18] D-CA Jul 27, 2020
Rep. Roybal-Allard, Lucille [D-CA-40] D-CA Aug 21, 2020
Rep. Sires, Albio [D-NJ-8] D-NJ Aug 28, 2020
Rep. DeSaulnier, Mark [D-CA-11] D-CA Sep 11, 2020
Rep. Thompson, Bennie G. [D-MS-2] D -MS Oct 2, 2020
Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-20] D-FL Oct 9, 2020
Rep. Wilson, Frederica S. [D-FL-24] D-FL Oct 9, 2020
Rep. Grijalva, Raul M. [D-AZ-3] D-AZ Oct 20, 2020
Rep. Jackson Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] D-TX Oct 27, 2020
Rep. Espaillat, Adriano [D-NY-13] D - NY Nov 18, 2020
Rep. Evans, Dwight [D-PA-3] D - PA Nov 18, 2020
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred To Mar 25, 2020

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications
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Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of Mar 25, 2020)

Martha Wright Prison Phone Justice Act

This bill establishes requirements related to certain charges, practices, classifications, or regulations in connection with
confinement facility communications services.

Specifically, the bill requires the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to establish maximum rates and charges
that a provider of confinement facility communications services may charge for such services. The bill provides interim
rate caps until the FCC establishes such rates and charges.

The bill requires a provider of confinement facility communications services to assess all charges for communications on
a per-minute basis for the actual duration of the communication, and it prohibits a provider from charging a per-
communication or per-connection charge. A provider also may not charge an ancillary service charge except in certain
circumstances.

Further, the bill prohibits a provider from assessing a site commission, which is a payment or donation made to certain
entities that operate or oversee a confinement facility.

Actions Timeline

e Mar 25, 2020: Introduced in House
e Mar 25, 2020: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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