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HR 5768
Accreditation Reform Act of 2020

Congress: 116 (2019–2021, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Education
Introduced: Feb 6, 2020
Current Status: Referred to the House Committee on Education and Labor.
Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Education and Labor.  (Feb 6, 2020) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5768 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Trahan, Lori [D-MA-3] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: MA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (5 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Dean, Madeleine [D-PA-4] D · PA Feb 6, 2020

Rep. Hayes, Jahana [D-CT-5] D · CT Feb 6, 2020

Rep. Jackson Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] D · TX Feb 25, 2020

Rep. Grijalva, Raúl M. [D-AZ-3] D · AZ Mar 4, 2020

Rep. Thompson, Bennie G. [D-MS-2] D · MS Mar 4, 2020

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Education and Workforce Committee House Referred To Feb 6, 2020

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Feb 6, 2020) 

Accreditation Reform Act of 2020

This bill modifies provisions related to federal oversight of the postsecondary accreditation system.

Specifically, the bill requires the Department of Education (ED) to review additional data during the process of

recognizing an accrediting agency or association. This review must include, among other elements, data related to

student achievement at institutions of higher education (IHEs), a record of IHEs that fail to meet certain financial

responsibility requirements, and an annual enhanced review of the standards of any accrediting agency or association

that accredited an IHE that was the subject of an investigation or settlement for violations related to students (e.g.,

deceptive practices).

ED must make publicly available on its website (1) each petition made by an accrediting agency or association, including

a record of student complaints for each IHE accredited by the agency or association and a record of investigations and

lawsuits related to students at each IHE; and (2) all final documents produced during the accreditation review process.

ED must also promulgate regulations that provide procedures for limitations on accrediting agencies or associations.

The bill also revises the functions of the National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity, which advises

ED on the accreditation process and the eligibility of IHEs to participate in federal student-aid programs. Specifically, the

bill requires the committee to participate in federal recognition reviews of accrediting agencies or associations, such as by

participating in on-site inspections and reviews of IHEs.

Actions Timeline

Feb 6, 2020: Introduced in House
Feb 6, 2020: Referred to the House Committee on Education and Labor.
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