
LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.

Bill Fact Sheet – December 11, 2025
https://legilist.com

Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/116/hr/5697

HR 5697
Veterans’ ACCESS Act of 2020

Congress: 116 (2019–2021, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security
Introduced: Jan 28, 2020
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.  (Feb 7, 2020) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5697 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Takano, Mark [D-CA-41] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (9 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Brownley, Julia [D-CA-26] D · CA Jan 29, 2020

Rep. Kilmer, Derek [D-WA-6] D · WA Jan 30, 2020

Rep. Thompson, Mike [D-CA-5] D · CA Jan 30, 2020

Rep. Wild, Susan [D-PA-7] D · PA Feb 4, 2020

Rep. Malinowski, Tom [D-NJ-7] D · NJ Feb 7, 2020

Rep. Swalwell, Eric [D-CA-15] D · CA Feb 10, 2020

Rep. Escobar, Veronica [D-TX-16] D · TX Feb 26, 2020

Rep. Luria, Elaine G. [D-VA-2] D · VA Feb 28, 2020

Rep. DeFazio, Peter A. [D-OR-4] D · OR Mar 4, 2020

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Veterans' Affairs Committee House Referred to Feb 7, 2020

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jan 28, 2020) 

Veterans' Acute Crisis Care for Emergent Suicide Symptoms Act of 2020 or the Veterans' ACCESS Act of 2020

This bill requires the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to furnish emergent mental health care (i.e., emergency

stabilization care) to eligible individuals in certain situations at VA or non-VA facilities. Specifically, the VA must furnish

care if an individual seeks it (1) in an emergency situation, or (2) pursuant to a recommendation from the Veterans Crisis

Line or licensed health care professional.

Eligible individuals under the bill include veterans, persons enrolled in the VA health care system, and individuals who (1)

were discharged or released from service under a condition other than honorable, (2) are not enrolled in the VA health

care system, and (3) served for a period of more than 90 cumulative days.

For individuals receiving care, the VA must ensure the Veterans Crisis Line notifies the Suicide Prevention Coordinator

and the Office of Community Care. The VA must also determine the eligibility of the individuals for other VA programs

and benefits and make referrals for follow-on care.

The VA may not charge an eligible individual for emergent mental health care and shall provide reimbursement to

individuals who receive care at a non-VA facility.

The bill also expands eligibility for mental and behavioral health care for certain veterans who were discharged or

released from service under a condition that is other than honorable and served in the Armed Forces for a period of more

than 90 cumulative days.

Actions Timeline

Feb 7, 2020: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Jan 28, 2020: Introduced in House
Jan 28, 2020: Referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
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