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HR 5032
RURAL Veterans Act

Congress: 116 (2019–2021, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security
Introduced: Nov 12, 2019
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.  (Dec 2, 2019) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5032 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Huffman, Jared [D-CA-2] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (3 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Case, Ed [D-HI-1] D · HI Nov 12, 2019

Rep. Grothman, Glenn [R-WI-6] R · WI Nov 12, 2019

Rep. Slotkin, Elissa [D-MI-8] D · MI Nov 15, 2019

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Veterans' Affairs Committee House Referred to Dec 2, 2019

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Nov 12, 2019) 

Recruiting in Underserved Rural Areas and Localities for Veterans Act or the RURAL Veterans Act

This bill addresses the recruitment of Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) health care professionals in rural areas.

Specifically, the bill requires the VA to establish the Office of Rural Recruitment to improve the recruitment of health care

professionals for rural and highly rural community-based outpatient clinics and medical centers of the VA.

The bill also requires the director of each Veterans Integrated Service Network that contains at least one rural or highly

rural community-based outpatient clinic to annually develop and maintain a strategy to recruit health care professionals.

The Office of Rural Recruitment shall conduct a study on the feasibility of a scholarship program for health care

professionals to attend the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences in exchange for service as full-time

employees at a rural or highly rural community-based outpatient clinic or medical center of the VA for a specified period

of time.

The VA shall establish the Rural Health Quality and Access Fellowship program to provide fellowships to health care

professionals at the graduate or post-graduate level who serve on a short-term basis as full-time employees at a rural or

highly rural community-based outpatient clinic or medical center of the VA and conduct research on (1) improving the

quality of rural health care, (2) access to health care in rural areas, and (3) recruitment and retention of health care

professionals in rural areas.

Actions Timeline

Dec 2, 2019: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Nov 12, 2019: Introduced in House
Nov 12, 2019: Referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
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