LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — December 13, 2025
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/116/s/4500

S 4500

Preserving Data in Government Act of 2020

Congress: 116 (2019-2021, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Government Operations and Politics

Introduced: Aug 6, 2020

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. (Aug 6, 2020)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4500

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Peters, Gary C. [D-MI]
Party: Democratic « State: Ml ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Gardner, Cory [R-CO] R -CO Aug 6, 2020

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee Senate Referred To Aug 6, 2020

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Government Operations and Politics

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Aug 6, 2020)

Preserving Data in Government Act of 2020

This bill requires federal agencies to preserve public access to existing open datasets and prevent the removal of existing
datasets without public notice.

Specifically, the bill requires that any open government data asset that is made available to the public for at least 90
consecutive days (1) remain machine-readable, available in an open format, and part of the worldwide public domain or,
if necessary, be published with an open license; and (2) not be altered in such a way as to decrease its machine-
readable nature.

It shall not be a violation of such requirement to alter (1) the digital location or format of any open government data asset
for routine asset maintenance or long-term archiving if such alteration does not decrease the open public accessibility or
the machine-readable nature of the data, or (2) the contents of such data asset to update it or correct an error. Any
substantial alteration of the data asset's contents shall be recorded in a log that is made available to the public.

An agency may remove such data asset from public availability under specified circumstances, such as if the agency
determines that the data asset is too costly to maintain or does not provide sufficient value to the public.

This bill shall not apply to such data asset that is required to be removed from public availability or altered under another
provision of law.

Actions Timeline

e Aug 6, 2020: Introduced in Senate
e Aug 6, 2020: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.
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