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S 4360
Counseling Not Criminalization in Schools Act

Congress: 116 (2019–2021, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Education
Introduced: Jul 29, 2020
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.  (Jul 29, 2020) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4360 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Murphy, Christopher [D-CT] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CT   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Warren, Elizabeth [D-MA] D · MA Jul 29, 2020

Sen. Smith, Tina [D-MN] D · MN Sep 22, 2020

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Jul 29, 2020

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

116 HR
7848 

Related bill Jul 29, 2020: Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor, and in addition to the Committee on the
Judiciary, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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Summary  (as of Jul 29, 2020) 

Counseling Not Criminalization in Schools Act

This bill prohibits the use of federal funds for sworn law enforcement officers in schools. It also establishes a grant

program to replace sworn law enforcement officers in schools with personnel and services that support mental health and

trauma-informed services.

Specifically, the bill prohibits the use of federal funds to hire, maintain, or train sworn law enforcement officers in

elementary or secondary schools, preschools, or programs based in elementary or secondary schools. Further, it

prohibits the use of public safety and community policing grants for sworn law enforcement officers who operate in and

around elementary and secondary schools.

Additionally, the bill directs the Department of Education to award grants to local educational agencies to (1) replace

sworn law enforcement officers in elementary and secondary schools with personnel and services that support mental

health and trauma-informed services, and (2) reform school safety and disciplinary policies to reflect evidence-based

practices that do not rely on the criminal justice system.

A recipient must use grants funds to carry out certain activities, such as hiring or training specified staff, implementing

trauma-informed services, and providing professional development to teachers and staff. It prohibits the use of grant

funds for (1) establishing or enforcing zero-tolerance school discipline policies, (2) purchasing or installing surveillance

equipment (e.g., metal detectors), or (3) arming teachers or other school personnel.

Actions Timeline

Jul 29, 2020: Introduced in Senate
Jul 29, 2020: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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