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S4140
Local FARM Act of 2020

Congress: 116 (2019-2021, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Agriculture and Food

Introduced: Jul 1, 2020

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. (Jul 1, 2020)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4140

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Booker, Cory A. [D-NJ]
Party: Democratic * State: NJ ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] D -OR Jul 21, 2020
Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D - NY Aug 6, 2020

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee Senate Referred To Jul 1, 2020

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Agriculture and Food

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Jul 1, 2020)

Local Food Assistance and Resilient Markets Act of 2020 or the Local FARM Act of 2020

This bill addresses provisions related to programs of the Department of Agriculture (USDA), including the Specialty Block
Grant Program, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly known as the food stamp program), the
Loan Agriculture Market Program, and the Farm Microloan Program.

USDA must provide grants to states under the Specialty Block Grant Program to procure and distribute specialty crops to
needy persons at zero cost to those persons. Each grant distributed shall not exceed $2.5 million.

The Food and Nutrition Service of USDA must distribute grants to state agencies to develop tools and provide technical
assistance to (1) increase the quantity of retailers that accept and redeem SNAP benefits online, and (2) expand the
capacity of retailers to accept and redeem SNAP benefits online.

The bill temporarily reduces the matching funds requirement for certain nutrition programs under the Local Agriculture
Market Program. Additionally, the bill expands funding under such program to include (1) providing grants to
organizations that serve socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers, and (2) making payments to certain entities for
COVID-19-related losses.

The bill also extends the Farm Microloan Program and temporarily waives certain eligibility requirements for the program
during the COVID-19 public health emergency.

Actions Timeline

e Jul 1, 2020: Introduced in Senate
e Jul 1, 2020: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
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