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S4118

Improving Pandemic Preparedness and Response Through Diplomacy Act

Congress: 116 (2019-2021, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: International Affairs

Introduced: Jun 30, 2020

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. (Jun 30, 2020)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4118

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Harris, Kamala D. [D-CA]
Party: Democratic + State: CA  Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors
No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Relations Committee Senate Referred To Jul 1, 2020

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Jun 30, 2020)

Improving Pandemic Preparedness and Response Through Diplomacy Act

This bill requires the President to appoint a Special Presidential Envoy for Pandemic Preparedness and Response, who
shall supervise diplomatic efforts to prepare for, detect, respond to, and recover from pandemics and other global
outbreaks of infectious disease. The bill also requires the Department of the Treasury to remit all U.S.-assessed
contributions to the World Health Organization.

The envoy must develop and implement a diplomatic strategy that addresses, among other things (1) the development of
medical countermeasures for emerging infectious diseases; (2) zoonotic (animal-to-human transmission) disease
prevention, detection, and response; (3) the development of disease surveillance systems; and (4) efforts to combat the
spread of disinformation and discrimination related to the outbreak and spread of infectious disease.

The envoy shall regularly convene (1) an interagency steering committee to aid in the development, coordination, and
implementation of this strategy; and (2) an outside panel of experts to advise on scientific, technical, and policy matters
and to make recommendations for the diplomatic strategy.

Actions Timeline

e Jun 30, 2020: Introduced in Senate
e Jun 30, 2020: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations.
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