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S 3862
CEASE Act

Congress: 116 (2019-2021, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Commerce

Introduced: Jun 2, 2020

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (Jun 2, 2020)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3862

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Gardner, Cory [R-CO]
Party: Republican < Statee CO ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Capito, Shelley Moore [R-WV] R - WV Jun 2, 2020
Sen. Sinema, Kyrsten [D-AZ] D.-AZ Jun 2, 2020

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Jun 2, 2020

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Commerce

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Jun 2, 2020)
Combating Egregious Advertising through Sentencing Enhancement Act or the CEASE Act

This bill prohibits and, increases the penalties for, certain commercial practices during the COVID-19 (i.e., coronavirus
disease 2019) public health emergency.

Specifically, during such time period, it increases the criminal penalties for false advertising (1) for a first offense from not
more than six months in prison and a $5,000 fine to not more than one year in prison and a $50,000 fine and (2) for
subsequent offenses from not more than one year in prison and a $10,000 fine to not less than one year or not more than
five years in prison and a $250,000 fine. The bill also increases the civil penalty for unfair methods of competition (e.g.,
creating monopolies) and unfair or deceptive acts or practices (e.g., misleading price claims or sale of defective products)
during such time period from $10,000 to $50,000 for a first offense and $250,000 for subsequent offenses.

Additionally, the bill makes it unlawful to engage in unfair or deceptive commercial practices that relate to the COVID-19
pandemic during such time period.

Actions Timeline

e Jun 2, 2020: Introduced in Senate
e Jun 2, 2020: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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