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S 3837
COVID–19 Vaccine Protection Act

Congress: 116 (2019–2021, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Immigration
Introduced: May 21, 2020
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.  (May 21, 2020) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3837 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Scott, Rick [R-FL] 
Party: Republican   •   State: FL   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (7 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Blackburn, Marsha [R-TN] R · TN May 21, 2020

Sen. Braun, Mike [R-IN] R · IN May 21, 2020

Sen. Cotton, Tom [R-AR] R · AR May 21, 2020

Sen. Cruz, Ted [R-TX] R · TX May 21, 2020

Sen. Ernst, Joni [R-IA] R · IA May 21, 2020

Sen. McSally, Martha [R-AZ] R · AZ May 21, 2020

Sen. Kennedy, John [R-LA] R · LA Jun 1, 2020

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee Senate Referred To May 21, 2020

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of May 21, 2020) 

COVID-19 Vaccine Protection Act

This bill requires enhanced vetting of Chinese nationals in the United States on student or exchange visitor visas and

temporarily stops the issuance of such visas to Chinese nationals.

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) shall conduct comprehensive background checks on any Chinese national

(unless the individual is enrolled in elementary or secondary school) residing in the United States on an F, M, or J visa to

determine if the individual is a national security threat or attempting to illegally obtain COVID-19 (i.e., coronavirus disease

2019) vaccine research.

When performing such background checks, DHS shall consult with the Department of State, the Department of Justice,

the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, U.S. Citizenship and

Immigration Services, the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, and the Department of Health and Human

Services.

DHS shall complete all such background checks within 120 days of this bill's enactment and may extend the deadline by

60 days if necessary. The State Department may not issue F, M, or J visas to Chinese nationals until DHS has reported

to Congress the completed results of the background checks.

DHS shall continuously vet any Chinese national holding an F, M, or J visa who has access to any COVID-19-related

research, unless the individual is enrolled in elementary or secondary school.

Actions Timeline

May 21, 2020: Introduced in Senate
May 21, 2020: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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