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HR 3748
Providing Justice for Asylum Seekers Act of 2019

Congress: 116 (2019–2021, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Immigration
Introduced: Jul 12, 2019
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.  (Aug 6, 2019) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3748 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Panetta, Jimmy [D-CA-20] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (10 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. McGovern, James P. [D-MA-2] D · MA Jul 16, 2019

Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] D · DC Jul 17, 2019

Rep. Cisneros, Gilbert Ray, Jr. [D-CA-39] D · CA Jul 17, 2019

Rep. Watson Coleman, Bonnie [D-NJ-12] D · NJ Jul 17, 2019

Rep. Eshoo, Anna G. [D-CA-18] D · CA Jul 22, 2019

Rep. Peters, Scott H. [D-CA-52] D · CA Jul 25, 2019

Rep. Suozzi, Thomas R. [D-NY-3] D · NY Jul 25, 2019

Rep. Kennedy, Joseph P., III [D-MA-4] D · MA Jul 30, 2019

Rep. Johnson, Henry C. "Hank," Jr. [D-GA-4] D · GA Aug 6, 2019

Rep. Kirkpatrick, Ann [D-AZ-2] D · AZ Aug 6, 2019

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Aug 6, 2019

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jul 12, 2019) 

Providing Justice for Asylum Seekers Act of 2019

This bill limits when an alien may be removed from the United States in absentia.

To remove an alien in a proceeding without the alien present, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) must

establish that the alien (1) had sufficient written notice of the proceeding; (2) is removable; and (3) has a pattern of failing

to report to DHS, if the alien was required to periodically report. Currently, DHS is not required to prove a pattern of

failure to report.

The bill also gives an immigration judge discretion as to whether to remove an alien in absentia after DHS has

established its case. Currently, the judge must remove an alien after DHS has established its case.

If an alien is ordered removed in absentia, a motion to reopen the case due to exceptional circumstances leading to the

alien's failure to appear at the proceeding may be filed at any time, where currently such a motion must be filed within

180 days of the removal order. The bill also allows a motion to reopen to be filed at any time if the alien is a minor child.

If there is a change in the time or place of any removal proceeding, and it is not practicable to provide written notice to the

alien in person, DHS must notify the alien and the alien's counsel through the mail. Currently, DHS is only statutorily

required to notify the alien or the alien's counsel through the mail.

Actions Timeline

Aug 6, 2019: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.
Jul 12, 2019: Introduced in House
Jul 12, 2019: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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