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HR 3666
STRONGER Patents Act of 2019

Congress: 116 (2019–2021, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Commerce
Introduced: Jul 10, 2019
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual Property, and the Internet.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual Property, and the Internet.  (Jul 30, 2019) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3666 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Stivers, Steve [R-OH-15] 
Party: Republican   •   State: OH   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (22 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Babin, Brian [R-TX-36] R · TX Jul 10, 2019

Rep. Burgess, Michael C. [R-TX-26] R · TX Jul 10, 2019

Rep. Davidson, Warren [R-OH-8] R · OH Jul 10, 2019

Rep. Foster, Bill [D-IL-11] D · IL Jul 10, 2019

Rep. Gosar, Paul A. [R-AZ-4] R · AZ Jul 10, 2019

Rep. Hill, J. French [R-AR-2] R · AR Jul 10, 2019

Rep. Huizenga, Bill [R-MI-2] R · MI Jul 10, 2019

Rep. Joyce, David P. [R-OH-14] R · OH Jul 10, 2019

Rep. King, Peter T. [R-NY-2] R · NY Jul 10, 2019

Rep. McClintock, Tom [R-CA-4] R · CA Jul 10, 2019

Rep. Norman, Ralph [R-SC-5] R · SC Jul 10, 2019

Rep. Peters, Scott H. [D-CA-52] D · CA Jul 10, 2019

Rep. Suozzi, Thomas R. [D-NY-3] D · NY Jul 10, 2019

Rep. Velazquez, Nydia M. [D-NY-7] D · NY Jul 10, 2019

Rep. Watson Coleman, Bonnie [D-NJ-12] D · NJ Jul 10, 2019

Rep. Blunt Rochester, Lisa [D-DE-At Large] D · DE Jul 16, 2019

Rep. Davis, Danny K. [D-IL-7] D · IL Jul 16, 2019

Rep. Joyce, John [R-PA-13] R · PA Jul 24, 2019

Rep. Bacon, Don [R-NE-2] R · NE Sep 11, 2019

Rep. Budd, Ted [R-NC-13] R · NC Sep 11, 2019

Rep. Sensenbrenner, F. James, Jr. [R-WI-5] R · WI Nov 13, 2019

Rep. Gooden, Lance [R-TX-5] R · TX Feb 25, 2020
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Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Jul 11, 2019

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Jul 30, 2019

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Commerce

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

116 S 2082 Identical bill Jul 10, 2019: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

116 HR 108 Related bill Jan 25, 2019: Referred to the Subcommittee on Consumer Protection and Commerce.

Summary  (as of Jul 10, 2019) 

Support Technology and Research for Our Nation's Growth and Economic Resilience Patents Act of 2019 or the

STRONGER Patents Act of 2019

This bill makes several patent-related changes, including with respect to how the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

(USPTO) conducts administrative patent validity reviews.

When deciding inter partes reviews (IPRs) and post-grant reviews (PGRs), the USPTO's Patent Trial and Appeal Board

(PTAB) shall give patent claim terms their ordinary and customary meanings as understood by a person of ordinary skill

in the relevant art (the same standard used in court). If a court has already construed a patent claim, the USPTO shall

consider that construction.

The bill makes various changes relating to such proceedings, such as by (1) raising the burden of proof to invalidate a

patent claim; (2) establishing that a challenged patent claim is presumed valid; (3) imposing standing requirements as to

who may file an IPR or PGR, where none currently exist except for some timing requirements; (4) restricting when

multiple challenges may be filed against the same patent; and (5) limiting IPRs and PGRs when a court or the

International Trade Commission has ruled on the obviousness or novelty of the same patent claims.

This bill also (1) makes it easier to get an injunction after a court finding of the infringement of a valid patent, by a

presumption that further infringement would cause irreparable injury and the remedies available at law are inadequate;

(2) authorizes the USPTO to keep and spend the fees that it collects; and (3) makes bad faith patent demand letters an

unfair or deceptive act in violation of the Federal Trade Commission Act.

Actions Timeline

Jul 30, 2019: Referred to the Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual Property, and the Internet.
Jul 11, 2019: Referred to the Subcommittee on Consumer Protection and Commerce.
Jul 10, 2019: Introduced in House
Jul 10, 2019: Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall
within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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