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S 3598
Repatriation Reimbursement Act

Congress: 116 (2019–2021, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works
Introduced: May 4, 2020
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.  (May 4, 2020) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3598 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CT   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (7 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Baldwin, Tammy [D-WI] D · WI May 4, 2020

Sen. Cortez Masto, Catherine [D-NV] D · NV May 4, 2020

Sen. Harris, Kamala D. [D-CA] D · CA May 4, 2020

Sen. Heinrich, Martin [D-NM] D · NM May 4, 2020

Sen. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA] D · MA May 4, 2020

Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] I · VT May 4, 2020

Sen. Warren, Elizabeth [D-MA] D · MA May 4, 2020

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To May 4, 2020

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of May 4, 2020) 

Repatriation Reimbursement Act

This bill requires the U.S. commercial airline industry and the Department of State to fully reimburse or waive certain

travel expenses for U.S. citizens who seek repatriation to the United States as a result of the COVID-19 (i.e., coronavirus

disease 2019) pandemic.

The bill requires U.S. commercial airlines to (1) provide cash reimbursements to U.S. citizens for any international flight to

the United States cancelled or delayed more than 24 hours as a result of COVID-19 restrictions, (2) waive and reimburse

change fees for replacing an international flight ticket, and (3) not charge passengers more for the replacement ticket

than what was charged for the original ticket. Such requirements apply to travel expenses incurred on or after December

31, 2019, and on or before September 30, 2020.

The State Department must (1) waive any travel expenses paid by it on or after December 31, 2019, for any U.S. citizen

who is evacuated from a foreign country and repatriated to the United States due to COVID-19 travel restrictions, or any

future pandemic or international crisis; (2) nullify any travel expense promissory note required for reimbursing the State

Department; (3) reimburse such individuals for travel expenses associated with evacuation and repatriation, including the

costs of flights and ground transportation expenses associated with travel to a foreign airport and from the domestic

airport to their homes in the United States; and (4) develop an online reimbursement system for individuals to submit

claims for the reimbursement of travel expenses.

Actions Timeline

May 4, 2020: Introduced in Senate
May 4, 2020: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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