LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — June 23, 2026
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/116/s/3544

S 3544

Coronavirus Relief for Seniors and People with Disabilities Act of 2020
Congress: 116 (2019-2021, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Social Welfare

Introduced: Mar 19, 2020

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (Mar 19, 2020)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3544

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA]
Party: Democratic « State: PA ¢ Chamber: Senate
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Cosponsors (28 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Baldwin, Tammy [D-WI] D - Wi Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D-CT Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Booker, Cory A. [D-NJ] D -NJ Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH] D-OH Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Cortez Masto, Catherine [D-NV] D - NV Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Duckworth, Tammy [D-IL] D-IL Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D - NY Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Hassan, Margaret Wood [D-NH] D -NH Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Jones, Doug [D-AL] DAL Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Kaine, Tim [D-VA] D - VA Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN] D - MN Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA] D-MA Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ] D-NJ Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] D-OR Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Peters, Gary C. [D-MI] D - Ml Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI] DRI Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Rosen, Jacky [D-NV] D - NV Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] |- VT Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Shaheen, Jeanne [D-NH] D -NH Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Sinema, Kyrsten [D-AZ] D-AzZ Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Smith, Tina [D-MN] D - MN Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT] D -MT Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Warren, Elizabeth [D-MA] D-MA Mar 19, 2020
Sen. Bennet, Michael F. [D-CO] D-CO May 19, 2020
Sen. Coons, Christopher A. [D-DE] D - DE May 19, 2020
Sen. Harris, Kamala D. [D-CA] D-CA May 19, 2020
Sen. Van Hollen, Chris [D-MD] D -MD May 19, 2020
Sen. Cantwell, Maria [D-WA] D - WA Aug 4, 2020
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Mar 19, 2020

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Social Welfare

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

116 HR Related bill Mar 19, 2020: Referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and in addition to the Committees on the Budget,
6305 and Energy and Commerce, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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Summary (as of Mar 19, 2020)

Coronavirus Relief for Seniors and People with Disabilities Act of 2020

This bill expands support programs for older adults and individuals with disabilities during the COVID-19 (i.e., coronavirus
disease 2019) public health emergency.

Specifically, the bill provides supplemental appropriations for (1) the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services for quality
improvement and laboratory certification activities; (2) the Administration on Community Living to expand nutrition and
other programs for older adults; and (3) the Department of Agriculture to provide food packages to low-income, elderly
individuals. The funds are designated as an emergency requirement and are therefore exempt from discretionary funding
limits and other budget enforcement rules.

In addition, the bill (1) temporarily requires state Medicaid programs to provide Medicare cost-sharing assistance to
certain individuals who qualify for, or are enrolled in, the low-income subsidy program under the Medicare prescription
drug benefit; and (2) authorizes a grant program to support Medicaid home- and community-based services during the
public health emergency.

The bill also allows states to transfer funds, in greater amounts and without prior approval, between congregate and
home-delivered nutrition programs,

The Department of Health and Human Services must prioritize home-delivered nutrition services for individuals who are
unable to obtain nutrition as a result of the emergency, such as those under quarantine, just as it prioritizes delivery to
individuals who are homebound by illness.

Actions Timeline

e Mar 19, 2020: Introduced in Senate
e Mar 19, 2020: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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