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S345
SWIFT Act

Congress: 116 (2019-2021, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Social Welfare

Introduced: Feb 6, 2019

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (Feb 6, 2019)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/345

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA]
Party: Democratic « State: PA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (s total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D-CT Feb 6, 2019
Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D - NY Feb 6, 2019
Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN] D - MN Feb 6, 2019
Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D-WA Feb 6, 2019
Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI] D - Ml Feb 6, 2019
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Feb 6, 2019

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Social Welfare

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Feb 6, 2019)

Surviving Widow(er) Income Fair Treatment Act of 2019 or the SWIFT Act

This bill modifies eligibility requirements and increases benefits for widows, widowers, and surviving divorced spouses
under the Old Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance (OASDI) benefits program.

The bill makes widow and widower's benefits available to disabled individuals at any age, whereas currently the benefits
are limited to such individuals between ages 50 to 60. Provisions reducing benefits in various instances, such as when a
beneficiary is entitled to multiple types of benefits, shall not apply to widow and widower's benefits for individuals with
disabilities.

For determining whether a beneficiary has a child in his or her care, the bill raises the upper age limit for the child from 16
to 18 years (or 19, if the child is a full-time elementary or secondary school student). An individual with a child in
care may receive increased benefits in specified instances.

The bill also increases various limits on widow and widower's benefits in certain instances and modifies the calculation for
increased benefits for individuals who choose to delay receiving such benefits.

For current beneficiaries, increases in OASDI benefits under this bill shall not affect the beneficiary's eligibility for any
federal assistance program or the benefit amount to be received under such an assistance program.

Actions Timeline

e Feb 6, 2019: Introduced in Senate
e Feb 6, 2019: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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