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S 293
Securing the Border and Making Drug Cartels Pay for it Act

Congress: 116 (2019–2021, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Immigration
Introduced: Jan 31, 2019
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.  (Jan 31, 2019) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/293 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Cassidy, Bill [R-LA] 
Party: Republican   •   State: LA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Cramer, Kevin [R-ND] R · ND Feb 6, 2019

Sen. Kennedy, John [R-LA] R · LA Feb 13, 2019

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Jan 31, 2019

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jan 31, 2019) 

Securing the Border and Making Drug Cartels Pay for it Act

This bill establishes various ways for funding border security enhancements, and increases the government's burden of

proof in civil forfeiture cases.

The bill establishes the Secure America Financing Corporation, which shall be authorized to issue Secure America

Bonds. The proceeds from such bonds shall be available to U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement and U.S. Border

Patrol for security measures, including physical barriers, along the southwest border. Such funds may also be used for

data analytics that may lead to increased drug seizures near the border.

Forfeited funds related to a felony conviction for a continuing enterprise involved in the intentional distribution of an

imported controlled substance shall be used for security measures, including physical barriers, along the U.S.-Mexico

border.

The bill also requires the government, when bringing an action for the civil forfeiture of property, to establish its case by

clear and convincing evidence, where it is currently only required to meet the lower preponderance of the evidence

standard.

Seized property may be released pending trial in certain situations, but the bill establishes that currency or contraband

likely to belong to or used to support a foreign illegal trafficking organization shall not be released.

Actions Timeline

Jan 31, 2019: Introduced in Senate
Jan 31, 2019: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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