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HR 2278
RAISE Act

Congress: 116 (2019–2021, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Immigration
Introduced: Apr 10, 2019
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.  (May 15, 2019) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2278 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Rooney, Francis [R-FL-19] 
Party: Republican   •   State: FL   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (10 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Brooks, Mo [R-AL-5] R · AL Apr 10, 2019

Rep. Duncan, Jeff [R-SC-3] R · SC Apr 10, 2019

Rep. Gaetz, Matt [R-FL-1] R · FL Apr 10, 2019

Rep. Gosar, Paul A. [R-AZ-4] R · AZ Apr 10, 2019

Rep. Perry, Scott [R-PA-10] R · PA Apr 10, 2019

Rep. Steube, W. Gregory [R-FL-17] R · FL Apr 12, 2019

Rep. Norman, Ralph [R-SC-5] R · SC May 14, 2019

Rep. Yoho, Ted S. [R-FL-3] R · FL Jun 5, 2019

Rep. Meadows, Mark [R-NC-11] R · NC Jul 9, 2019

Rep. Collins, Doug [R-GA-9] R · GA Aug 28, 2020

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee House Referred to May 15, 2019

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

116 HR 1989 Related bill May 3, 2019: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.

116 S 1103 Identical bill Apr 10, 2019: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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Summary  (as of Apr 10, 2019) 

Reforming American Immigration for a Strong Economy Act or the RAISE Act

This bill eliminates the diversity visa program, replaces employment-based immigration programs with a points-based

system, and imposes various limits on various types of immigration.

Aliens that reach the minimum number of points may apply for a points-based visa. Points are awarded for various

characteristics including age, English language proficiency, education level, and investments made in the United States.

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services shall periodically invite the highest scoring applicants to petition for visas.

The bill limits eliminates various preference allocations (visa categories subject to various annual caps) for family-

sponsored immigrant visas, such as those for the adult children of U.S. citizens. Only the spouses and children of U.S.

citizens shall qualify as immediate relatives, whereas currently parents also qualify (visas for immediate relatives are not

subject to direct numerical caps). The bill creates a nonimmigrant visa for such alien parents.

The bill reduces the baseline annual cap for family-sponsored visas from 480,000 to 88,000 and revises the methods for

calculating the cap. It also imposes a limit of 50,000 refugees admitted in any fiscal year.

An alien who received needs-based public benefits shall not be naturalized as a U.S. citizen until the individual who

signed the affidavit of support for the alien has reimbursed the federal government for such benefits.

The bill imposes various reporting requirements related to the points-based system.

Actions Timeline

May 15, 2019: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.
Apr 10, 2019: Introduced in House
Apr 10, 2019: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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