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S 1815

Farmworker Smoke Protection Act of 2019

Congress: 116 (2019-2021, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Labor and Employment

Introduced: Jun 12, 2019

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (Jun 12, 2019)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1815

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: OR ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR] D -OR Jun 12, 2019
Sen. Harris, Kamala D. [D-CA] D.CA Oct 31, 2019

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Jun 12, 2019

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Labor and Employment

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Jun 12, 2019)

Farmworker Smoke Protection Act of 2019

This bill requires the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) to address the exposure of farmworkers to
wildfire smoke.

Specifically, the bill establishes an initial occupational safety and health standard to protect farmworkers from wildfire
smoke. The initial standard must require employers to provide farmworkers with (1) appropriate equipment (e.g., N95
mask or N100 masks) to protect them when they are exposed to wildfire smoke that reaches a certain level of air
pollution, and (2) training and education materials about how to use the equipment and the potential health impacts of
breathing smoke without protective equipment. Under the standard, workers are required to use the equipment when the
air pollution reaches a specified level.

OSHA must promulgate an occupational safety and health standard that provides at least the same level of protection as
the initial standard.

Upon request, OSHA must provide technical assistance to employers on how to comply with the standards. OSHA must
also develop sample training and education materials that may be used by employers.

Actions Timeline

e Jun 12, 2019: Introduced in Senate
e Jun 12, 2019: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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