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HR 1728
COST Act

Congress: 116 (2019-2021, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Government Operations and Politics

Introduced: Mar 13, 2019

Current Status. Referred to the House Committee on Oversight and Reform.

Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Oversight and Reform. (Mar 13, 2019)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1728

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Graves, Sam [R-MO-6]
Party: Republican < Statee MO ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (7 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Gosar, Paul A. [R-AZ-4] R-AZ May 7, 2019
Rep. McClintock, Tom [R-CA-4] R - CA May 28, 2019
Rep. Brooks, Mo [R-AL-5] R - AL Jun 3, 2019
Rep. Posey, Bill [R-FL-8] R-FL Jun 10, 2019
Rep. Grothman, Glenn [R-WI-6] R - WI Jun 20, 2019
Rep. Lesko, Debbie [R-AZ-8] R-AZ Jul 9, 2019
Rep. Hice, Jody B. [R-GA-10] R -GA Jul 15, 2019
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Oversight and Government Reform Committee House Referred To Mar 13, 2019

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Government Operations and Politics

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Mar 13, 2019)

Cost of Services and Translations Act or the COST Act

This bill requires federal agency financial offices to include multilingual services accounting information in their mandatory
annual reports to the agency head and to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB).

The bill defines multilingual service to include (1) services provided by interpreters hired by an agency; (2) services
resulting in additional expenses which an agency provides to assist its employees or contractors to learn a non-English
language; (3) agency preparation, translation, printing, or recordation of materials in a language other than English; and
(4) services provided or performed for the federal government by agency employees or contractors that require speaking
a non-English language that result in wage differentials or benefits provided by the agency.

The bill requires the annual financial management status report of the OMB to certain congressional committees to
contain a Multilingual Services Expenses Report.

The OMB shall issue guidance that an agency financial office must follow in compiling multilingual services accounting
information.

Actions Timeline

e Mar 13, 2019: Introduced in House
e Mar 13, 2019: Referred to the House Committee on Oversight and Reform.
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