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S 1554
Adoptee Citizenship Act of 2019

Congress: 116 (2019–2021, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Immigration
Introduced: May 21, 2019
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.  (May 21, 2019) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1554 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Blunt, Roy [R-MO] 
Party: Republican   •   State: MO   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (8 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME] R · ME May 21, 2019

Sen. Hirono, Mazie K. [D-HI] D · HI May 21, 2019

Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN] D · MN May 21, 2019

Sen. Hassan, Margaret Wood [D-NH] D · NH Jun 11, 2019

Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR] D · OR Nov 20, 2019

Sen. Duckworth, Tammy [D-IL] D · IL Jan 8, 2020

Sen. Baldwin, Tammy [D-WI] D · WI Jan 9, 2020

Sen. Murkowski, Lisa [R-AK] R · AK May 11, 2020

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee Senate Referred To May 21, 2019

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

116 HR 2731 Identical bill Jun 26, 2019: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.
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Summary  (as of May 21, 2019) 

Adoptee Citizenship Act of 2019

This bill provides for the automatic acquisition of citizenship for certain individuals adopted by a U.S. citizen.

A child born outside the United States and adopted by a U.S. citizen shall automatically acquire citizenship upon meeting

certain requirements, regardless of when the adoption was finalized. Currently, adoptees who were over the age of 18 on

February 27, 2001, do not automatically acquire citizenship.

An individual born outside the United States and residing in the United States shall automatically acquire citizenship if the

individual (1) was adopted by a citizen before becoming 18 years old, (2) was physically present in the United States in

the citizen parent's custody pursuant to lawful admission before becoming 18 years old, (3) never acquired citizenship

before this bill's enactment, and (4) was lawfully residing in the United States on this bill's enactment date.

An individual born outside the United States and residing outside the United States but who otherwise meets all of the

requirements shall automatically acquire citizenship upon being physically present in the United States pursuant to lawful

admission. Such an individual shall be subject to a background check. If the background check reveals the individual has

committed a crime that was not properly resolved, the individual may not receive a visa unless the Department of

Homeland Security and Department of State have coordinated with law enforcement to ensure that action was taken to

resolve the issue.

Actions Timeline

May 21, 2019: Introduced in Senate
May 21, 2019: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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