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S 1186

Burma Human Rights and Freedom Act of 2019

Congress: 116 (2019-2021, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: International Affairs

Introduced: Apr 11, 2019

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. (Apr 11, 2019)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1186

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Cardin, Benjamin L. [D-MD]
Party: Democratic + State: MD ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (23 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Baldwin, Tammy [D-WI] D - Wi Apr 11, 2019
Sen. Booker, Cory A. [D-NJ] D-NJ Apr 11, 2019
Sen. Cantwell, Maria [D-WA] D - WA Apr 11, 2019
Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA] D - PA Apr 11, 2019
Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME] R -ME Apr 11, 2019
Sen. Coons, Christopher A. [D-DE] D -DE Apr 11, 2019
Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] D-IL Apr 11, 2019
Sen. Kaine, Tim [D-VA] D - VA Apr 11, 2019
Sen. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA] D -MA Apr 11, 2019
Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] D-OR Apr 11, 2019
Sen. Murphy, Christopher [D-CT] D-CT Apr 11, 2019
Sen. Rubio, Marco [R-FL] R-FL Apr 11, 2019
Sen. Schatz, Brian [D-HI] D - HI Apr 11, 2019
Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR] D-OR Apr 11, 2019
Sen. Young, Todd [R-IN] R-IN Apr 11, 2019
Sen. Van Hollen, Chris [D-MD] D -MD Apr 30, 2019
Sen. Harris, Kamala D. [D-CA] D-CA May 1, 2019

Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA] D-CA May 13, 2019
Sen. Tillis, Thomas [R-NC] R -NC May 20, 2019
Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] |-VT Jun 10, 2019
Sen. Peters, Gary C. [D-MI] D - Ml Jun 13, 2019
Sen. Hirono, Mazie K. [D-HI] D - HI Nov 21, 2019

Sen. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH] D-OH Jan 9, 2020
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Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Foreign Relations Committee Senate Referred To Apr 11, 2019

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of Apr 11, 2019)

Burma Human Rights and Freedom Act of 2019

This bill authorizes aid to address the humanitarian crisis in Burma (Myanmar). It also calls for sanctions and reports
related to the issue.

Specifically, the bill authorizes aid for humanitarian assistance and reconciliation activities in Burma and other countries
in the region, including assistance to help targeted ethnic minority groups and support voluntary resettlement.

The President may not provide security assistance for Burma's armed forces until the Department of State certifies that
the Burmese military has made significant progress in abiding by international human rights standards.

The bill reinstates trade restrictions on rubies and jadeite from Burma until the President certifies that Burma has passed
certain reforms relating to transparency in the gemstone industry.

The President shall report to Congress a list of (1) senior military officials known to be directly and significantly involved in
gross human rights violations in Burma, and (2) entities owned or controlled by such individuals. The State Department
shall deny such individuals visas, and the Department of the Treasury shall impose various property-blocking sanctions
against listed entities and individuals.

The State Department shall report to Congress a strategy to promote economic development in Burma.
The bill also requires reports on

e Burma's military,

Burma's eligibility for preferential duty treatment,

whether certain Burmese military officials should be on the list of specially designated nationals and blocked
persons maintained by the Office of Foreign Assets Control,

U.S. diplomatic efforts to impose coordinated sanctions related to Burma, and

crimes against humanity in Burma.

Actions Timeline

e Apr 11, 2019: Introduced in Senate
e Apr 11, 2019: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations.
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