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HR 972
Menstrual Equity For All Act of 2017

Congress: 115 (2017-2019, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Feb 7, 2017

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations. (Mar 2, 2017)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/972

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Meng, Grace [D-NY-6]
Party: Democratic + State: NY ¢ Chamber: House
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Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Maloney, Sean Patrick [D-NY-18] D - NY Jul 17, 2018

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Education and Workforce Committee House Referred To Feb 7, 2017
Financial Services Committee House Referred To Feb 7, 2017
Judiciary Committee House Referred to Mar 2, 2017
Ways and Means Committee House Referred To Feb 7, 2017

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of Feb 7, 2017)

Menstrual Equity For All Act of 2017

This bill establishes a tax credit, a tax exclusion, and requirements that apply to the purchase or distribution of menstrual
hygiene products.

The bill amends the Internal Revenue Code to: (1) expand the tax exclusion for reimbursements from a health flexible
spending arrangement to include amounts paid or incurred for menstrual hygiene products, and (2) allow a refundable tax
credit of $120 for certain individuals who use menstrual hygiene products, subject to adjustments for inflation and a
limitation based on adjusted gross income.

The bill amends the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act to require the Emergency Food and Shelter Program
National Board to establish written guidelines for the Emergency Food and Shelter Program to ensure that funds provided
under the program to private nonprofit organizations and local governments may be used to provide menstrual hygiene
products.

Each state that receives a grant under the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant Program must annually
certify to the Department of Justice (DOJ) that all female inmates and detainees in that state have access to menstrual
hygiene products on demand and at no cost to the inmates and detainees. If a state does not submit the required
certification, DOJ must reduce the state's grant funding under the program by 20% and reallocate the funding to states
that submitted certifications.

This bill also amends the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 to require the Department of Labor to issue a rule
requiring private employers with not less than 100 employees to provide free menstrual hygiene products for their
employees.
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Actions Timeline
e Mar 2, 2017: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.
e Feb 7,2017: Introduced in House

e Feb 7, 2017 Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and in addition to the Committees on Financial Services,
the Judiciary, and Education and the Workforce, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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