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S902
DHS Acquisition Authorities Act of 2017

Congress: 115 (2017-2019, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Government Operations and Politics

Introduced: Apr 7, 2017

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. (Apr 7, 2017)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/902

Sponsor

Name: Sen. McCaskill, Claire [D-MO]
Party: Democratic + State: MO ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Daines, Steve [R-MT] R -MT Apr 7, 2017

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee Senate Referred To Apr 7, 2017
Homeland Security Committee House Bills of Interest - Exchange of Letters Feb 23, 2018

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Government Operations and Politics

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

115 HR Related bill  Nov 13, 2018: By Senator Johnson from Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs filed
2825 written report. Report No. 115-351.

115 HR Related bill Mar 21, 2017: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland

1252 Security and Governmental Affairs.
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Summary (as of Apr 7, 2017)

DHS Acquisition Authorities Act of 2017

This bill amends the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to designate the Department of Homeland Security's (DHS's) Under
Secretary for Management as DHS's Chief Acquisition Officer. Such officer's duties shall include: (1) establishing
acquisition policies that implement an approach that takes into account risks of failure to achieve cost, schedule, or
performance parameters for all DHS components; and (2) ensuring that each major acquisition program has a DHS-
approved acquisition program baseline. The bill specifies criteria governing the Under Secretary's delegation of
acquisition decision authority to the relevant Component Acquisition Executive for such programs.

The bill sets forth the responsibilities of DHS's Under Secretary for Science and Technology with respect to operational
testing and evaluation of such programs.

The bill includes among the responsibilities of DHS's: (1) Office of Program Analysis and Evaluation, ensuring that
acquisition program costs are in accordance with budget estimates and are affordable, or can be adequately funded, over
their life cycle; and (2) Chief Information Officer, ensuring that information technology acquisitions comply with DHS's
information technology management processes, technical requirements, and the Homeland Security Enterprise
Architecture, providing recommendations to an acquisition review board within DHS regarding information technology
programs, and developing information technology acquisition strategic guidance.

The bill establishes within the Management Directorate of DHS a Program Accountability and Risk Management Office
to: (1) provide consistent accountability, standardization, and transparency of major acquisition programs; and (2) serve
as the central oversight function for all DHS acquisition programs.

Actions Timeline

e Apr 7,2017: Introduced in Senate
e Apr 7,2017: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.
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