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HR 787

Streamlined and Improved Methods at Polling Locations and Early (SIMPLE) Voting Act of 2017
Congress: 115 (2017-2019, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Government Operations and Politics

Introduced: Feb 1, 2017

Current Status: Referred to the House Committee on House Administration.

Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on House Administration. (Feb 1, 2017)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/787

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9]
Party: Democratic + State: TN ¢ Chamber: House
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Cosponsors (32 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] D-DC Feb 1, 2017
Rep. Cummings, Elijah E. [D-MD-7] D -MD Feb 1, 2017
Rep. Deutch, Theodore E. [D-FL-22] D-FL Feb 1, 2017
Rep. Ellison, Keith [D-MN-5] D -MN Feb 1, 2017
Rep. Garamendi, John [D-CA-3] D-CA Feb 1, 2017
Rep. Grijalva, Raul M. [D-AZ-3] D-AzZ Feb 1, 2017
Rep. Johnson, Eddie Bernice [D-TX-30] D-TX Feb 1, 2017
Rep. Kaptur, Marcy [D-OH-9] D-OH Feb 1, 2017
Rep. McGovern, James P. [D-MA-2] D-MA Feb 1, 2017
Rep. Meeks, Gregory W. [D-NY-5] D - NY Feb 1, 2017
Rep. Moore, Gwen [D-WI-4] D - Wi Feb 1, 2017
Rep. Pocan, Mark [D-WI-2] D - Wi Feb 1, 2017
Rep. Ryan, Tim [D-OH-13] D-OH Feb 1, 2017
Rep. Takano, Mark [D-CA-41] D-CA Feb 1, 2017
Rep. Veasey, Marc A. [D-TX-33] D-TX Feb 1, 2017
Rep. Wasserman Schultz, Debbie [D-FL-23] D-FL Feb 1, 2017
Rep. Clarke, Yvette D. [D-NY-9] D - NY Feb 2, 2017
Rep. Eshoo, Anna G. [D-CA-18] D-CA Feb 3, 2017
Rep. Beatty, Joyce [D-OH-3] D-OH Feb 6, 2017
Rep. Carson, Andre [D-IN-7] D-IN Feb 6, 2017
Rep. Jeffries, Hakeem S. [D-NY-8] D - NY Feb 6, 2017
Rep. Raskin, Jamie [D-MD-8] D -MD Feb 6, 2017
Rep. Schakowsky, Janice D. [D-IL-9] D-IL Feb 6, 2017
Rep. Swalwell, Eric [D-CA-15] D-CA Feb 6, 2017
Rep. Polis, Jared [D-CO-2] D-CO Feb 7, 2017
Rep. Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR-3] D -OR Feb 13, 2017
Rep. Chu, Judy [D-CA-27] D-CA Feb 13, 2017
Rep. Soto, Darren [D-FL-9] D-FL Feb 14, 2017
Rep. Shea-Porter, Carol [D-NH-1] D -NH Mar 1, 2017
Rep. Panetta, Jimmy [D-CA-20] D-CA May 2, 2017
Rep. DeSaulnier, Mark [D-CA-11] D-CA Apr 16, 2018
Rep. Gallego, Ruben [D-AZ-7] D-AzZ Apr 18, 2018
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Committee on House Administration House Referred To Feb 1, 2017

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Government Operations and Politics
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Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of Feb 1, 2017)

Streamlined and Improved Methods at Polling Locations and Early (SIMPLE) Voting Act of 2017

This bill amends the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA) to require each state to allow individuals to vote in a federal
election on each day during the 15-day period ending on the second day immediately preceding the election date in the
same manner as voting is allowed on election day.

A state shall ensure that each polling place that allows early voting in a federal election is located within reasonable
walking distance of a stop on a public transportation route.

The Election Assistance Commission shall issue standards for the administration of early voting in a federal election.

Each state shall provide a sufficient number of voting systems, poll workers, and other election resources (including
physical resources) at a polling place used in a federal election to ensure: (1) a fair and equitable waiting time for all
voters in the state, and (2) that no individual will be required to wait longer than one hour to cast a ballot at the polling
place.

Each state shall develop, and implement to the greatest extent practicable, a contingency plan under which it shall
provide any polling place on a federal election day whose waiting times exceed one hour with additional poll workers,
machines, ballots, and other equipment and supplies.

Requirements are prescribed for the counting of provisional ballots that will be treated as votes.

Civil money penalties, intervention by aggrieved parties, and private actions to address HAVA violations by a state or
jurisdiction are allowed.

Actions Timeline

e Feb 1, 2017: Introduced in House
e Feb 1, 2017: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E118-119)
e Feb 1, 2017: Referred to the House Committee on House Administration.
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