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S737
COAL Reform Act of 2017

Congress: 115 (2017-2019, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Energy

Introduced: Mar 27, 2017

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. (Mar 27, 2017)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/737

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: MA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Referred To Mar 27, 2017

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Energy

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Mar 27, 2017)

Coal Oversight and Leasing Reform Act of 2017or the COAL Reform Act of 2017
This bill amends the Mineral Leasing Act to revise the U.S. coal leasing program.

The bill repeals the requirement that the Department of the Interior offer at least 50% of total acreage for coal leasing in
any one-year under a deferred bonus payment system.

A proposed lease sale shall not be held until the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) determines, and includes in a
formal appraisal report, the fair market value of the coal to be extracted. Interior shall make certain data available to the
public, including the BLM appraisal reports and information on lease sales.

Coal lease modifications shall not result in revenue reduction and may not exceed 160 acres.

Interior shall prepare, periodically revise, and maintain a coal leasing program consisting of a schedule of proposed lease
sales indicating the size, timing, and location of leasing activity that will best meet national needs for the five-year period
following approval of the program. The bill revises the conditions of a coal lease, including lease terms, rental rates, and
royalties.

The BLM shall promulgate regulations for inspections and enforcement of coal operations, including oversight of state
inspection and enforcement programs. The BLM may also assess civil penalties for noncompliance.

There shall be a moratorium on new coal lease sales until this bill is implemented by Interior.
Actions Timeline

e Mar 27, 2017: Introduced in Senate
e Mar 27, 2017: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.
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