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HRES 651
Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that Burundi is at risk of mass atrocities, and that the
Government of Burundi should comply with constitutional limits on presidential terms and re-engage in
regionally-brokered peace talks.

Congress: 115 (2017–2019, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: International Affairs
Introduced: Dec 7, 2017
Current Status: Referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.
Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.  (Dec 7, 2017) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-resolution/651 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Engel, Eliot L. [D-NY-16] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NY   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (3 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Bass, Karen [D-CA-37] D · CA Dec 7, 2017

Rep. Hultgren, Randy [R-IL-14] R · IL Dec 7, 2017

Rep. Pingree, Chellie [D-ME-1] D · ME May 25, 2018

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Affairs Committee House Referred To Dec 7, 2017

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Dec 7, 2017) 

Calls upon the government of Burundi to: (1) accept unarmed United Nations (U.N.) police to monitor the security and

human rights situation, (2) disarm those engaged in political violence and the illegal possession of weapons, (3)

investigate allegations of human rights violations and hold perpetrators accountable, (4) allow the full deployment of

African Union human rights observers and military experts throughout the country, and (5) participate in the political

dialogue led by the East African Community (EAC) without preconditions.

Calls on: (1) the political opposition in Burundi to renounce violence, (2) Burundian stakeholders to participate in the Inter-

Burundian Dialogue to peacefully resolve contentious issues, (3) the EAC to guarantee the inclusiveness of the dialogue

process, (4) the African Union to impose targeted sanctions on those perpetuating violence, and (5) the U.N. Security

Council to impose targeted sanctions against all who threaten the peace and security of Burundi.

Calls on the President of the United States to impose specified additional targeted sanctions, including against any

individuals responsible for or complicit in actions or policies that threaten the peace, security, or stability of Burundi or that

undermine democratic processes.

Calls on the Department of State and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) to use

appropriated funds to: (1) continue U.S. humanitarian assistance and food aid for Burundians, (2) support media, civil

society, and human rights actors on the ground to create opportunities for inclusive citizen participation in political

dialogue, (3) develop a strategy and programming to address the medium-term risk of political violence, and (4) ensure

that the USAID and the State Department are adequately staffed to monitor and develop strategies to rapidly respond to

contingencies on the ground.

Actions Timeline

Dec 7, 2017: Introduced in House
Dec 7, 2017: Referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.
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