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S 580
Truth in Regulations Act of 2017

Congress: 115 (2017-2019, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Government Operations and Politics

Introduced: Mar 8, 2017

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. (Mar 8, 2017)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/580

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Lankford, James [R-OK]
Party: Republican < Statet OK ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors
No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee Senate Referred To Mar 8, 2017

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Government Operations and Politics

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Mar 8, 2017)

Truth in Regulations Act of 2017

This bill requires agencies to have written procedures to ensure that an issuance of policy guidance documents (other
than regulatory actions) is approved by each appropriate senior agency official unless a supervisor or agency head has
agreed to an employee's justification to deviate from the requirements. An agency must also maintain on its website a list
of, links to, and a means for the public to comment on and request issuance, modification, or rescission of, such
documents.

A guidance document may not include mandatory language unless: (1) the agency is describing a statutory or regulatory
requirement, (2) the language is addressed to agency employees, or (3) the prohibition against that mandatory language
prevents agency consideration of a position advanced by an affected private party.

The bill requires agencies to publish drafts of guidance documents for public comment.

The bill replaces the "good cause" exception to proposed rulemaking notice and publication requirements with an
exception that applies if the agency determines that an imminent threat to public health or safety or a similar exigent
circumstance exists. When such exception is applied, the agency, within 18 months after the rule takes effect, shall: (1)
provide for a period in which interested persons may submit written data, views, or arguments; and (2) consider such
submissions and, if appropriate, repeal or amend the rule.

Actions Timeline

e Mar 8, 2017: Introduced in Senate
e Mar 8, 2017: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.
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