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HR 3744
Tribal Recognition Act of 2018

Congress: 115 (2017–2019, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Native Americans
Introduced: Sep 12, 2017
Current Status: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 741.
Latest Action: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 741.  (Sep 20, 2018) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/3744 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Bishop, Rob [R-UT-1] 
Party: Republican   •   State: UT   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Gosar, Paul A. [R-AZ-4] R · AZ Oct 3, 2017

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Natural Resources Committee House Discharged from Jun 13, 2018

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Native Americans

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Sep 20, 2018) 

Tribal Recognition Act of 2018

This bill replaces the process for federal recognition of Indian tribes. Indian groups may only be recognized as an Indian

tribe by Congress. Groups that are not federally recognized may submit a petition for federal recognition to the Bureau of

Indian Affairs (BIA) within five years after enactment of this bill. Groups may not be factions of recognized Indian tribes

and may not have been denied federal recognition.

The BIA must publish guidelines for the preparation of petitions and provide petitioners with suggestions and advice.

The bill specifies criteria for a group to be considered an Indian tribe, including that the group has been identified as an

Indian entity on a substantially continuous basis since 1900, comprises a distinct community, and consists of individuals

who descend from a historical Indian tribe. Previous federal recognition is acceptable evidence of the tribal character of a

group to the date of the last such recognition.

The bill reaffirms as trust land all land taken into trust by the United States under or pursuant to the Act of June 18, 1934

before February 24, 2009, for the benefit of an Indian tribe that was federally recognized on the date that the land was

taken into trust.

Actions Timeline

Sep 20, 2018: Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Natural Resources. H. Rept. 115-953.
Sep 20, 2018: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 741.
Jun 13, 2018: Subcommittee on Indian, Insular and Alaska Native Affairs Discharged.
Jun 13, 2018: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.
Jun 13, 2018: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by the Yeas and Nays: 20 - 14.
Sep 26, 2017: Subcommittee Hearings Held.
Sep 15, 2017: Referred to the Subcommittee on Indian, Insular and Alaska Native Affairs.
Sep 12, 2017: Introduced in House
Sep 12, 2017: Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources.
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