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S 3474
Responsibility for Unaccompanied Minors Act

Congress: 115 (2017–2019, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Immigration
Introduced: Sep 18, 2018
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.  (Sep 18, 2018) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/3474 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Portman, Rob [R-OH] 
Party: Republican   •   State: OH   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (3 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D · CT Sep 18, 2018

Sen. Carper, Thomas R. [D-DE] D · DE Sep 18, 2018

Sen. Lankford, James [R-OK] R · OK Sep 18, 2018

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee Senate Referred To Sep 18, 2018

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Sep 18, 2018) 

Responsibility for Unaccompanied Minors Act

This bill amends provisions relating to responsibilities of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) for the

care of unaccompanied alien children.

The Homeland Security Act of 2002 is amended to authorize the Office of Refugee Resettlement of HHS to: (1) care for

an unaccompanied alien child until the earlier of the conclusion of the child's immigration proceedings or until the child

reaches 18 years of age, and (2) evaluate a child's need for follow-up services prior to placement with a sponsor.

The William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008 is amended to require a sponsor of an

unaccompanied alien child to execute a sponsor care agreement with HHS. An agreement must provide for the child's

physical and mental well-being, ensure the child's presence at immigration hearings, and ensure compliance with federal

court or agency orders. HHS shall (1) reassume physical custody of a child if a non-parent or legal guardian sponsor fails

to comply with a sponsorship agreement, and (2) notify state welfare agencies before releasing children to sponsors

within a state.

HHS shall perform background checks on potential sponsors and other adult household members before releasing a

child to a sponsor.

The Department of Justice shall increase the number of immigration judge teams.

Actions Timeline

Sep 18, 2018: Introduced in Senate
Sep 18, 2018: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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