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S 2936

Improved Soil Moisture and Precipitation Monitoring Act of 2018

Congress: 115 (2017-2019, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications

Introduced: May 23, 2018

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. (May 23, 2018)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2936

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Thune, John [R-SD]
Party: Republican < State SD ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors
No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Referred To May 23, 2018

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of May 23, 2018)

Improved Soil Moisture and Precipitation Monitoring Act of 2018

This bill directs the Department of Agriculture (USDA) to implement a strategy for improving the accuracy of the U.S.
Drought Monitor by increasing the geographic resolution of rural in-situ soil moisture profile observation or other soil
moisture profile measuring devices.

USDA must prioritize adding in-situ soil moisture profile monitoring stations in states that have experienced D3 (extreme
drought) or D4 (exceptional drought) within any six month period from 2016 to the present.

USDA shall develop standards for:

¢ the integration of data that is derived from citizen science (open collaborations through which individuals or
organizations participate voluntarily in the scientific process) into the Drought Monitor models, including data from
the Cooperative Observer Program of the National Weather Service; and

e the collection of soil moisture data that is based on readily available equipment.

USDA shall direct the Farm Service Agency and the Risk Management Agency of USDA to use the Drought Monitor in
the profile monitoring stations added by this bill, data from the Cooperative Observer Program, and any other applicable
data in establishing loss assistance and grazing rates.

Actions Timeline

e May 23, 2018: Introduced in Senate
e May 23, 2018: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.
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