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S 291
Strengthening Oversight of National Security Act of 2017

Congress: 115 (2017–2019, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security
Introduced: Feb 2, 2017
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Select Committee on Intelligence.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Select Committee on Intelligence.  (Feb 2, 2017) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/291 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Warner, Mark R. [D-VA] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: VA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (7 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA] D · CA Feb 2, 2017

Sen. Harris, Kamala D. [D-CA] D · CA Feb 2, 2017

Sen. Heinrich, Martin [D-NM] D · NM Feb 2, 2017

Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT] D · VT Feb 2, 2017

Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] D · OR Feb 2, 2017

Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI] D · MI Feb 6, 2017

Sen. Warren, Elizabeth [D-MA] D · MA Feb 6, 2017

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Intelligence (Select) Committee Senate Referred To Feb 2, 2017

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Feb 2, 2017) 

Strengthening Oversight of National Security Act of 2017

This bill amends the National Security Act of 1947 to add the Director of National Intelligence and the Chairman of the

Joint Chiefs of Staff as statutorily required members of the National Security Council (NSC). (The current NSC members

required by statute are the President, the Vice President, the Secretary of State, the Secretary of Defense, and the

Secretary of Energy.)

The bill prohibits the President from designating as additional members or attendees of the NSC any individuals in

positions that are not subject to Senate confirmation (excluding the National Security Advisor and deputies, the

Homeland Security Advisor and deputies, the Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff, the Counsel to the President,

the Assistant to the President for Economic Policy, and the Assistant to the Vice President for National Security) unless

Congress approves of the designation through enactment of a joint resolution or a bill.

The cabinet-level interagency forum for policy consideration and decision-making that supports the NSC must reflect the

membership of the NSC and any Senate-confirmed member of the executive branch designated by the President.

Exceptions to this forum composition are permitted for a one-time decision-making action, but the President must notify

Congress within 24 hours after execution of such an exception.

Actions Timeline

Feb 2, 2017: Introduced in Senate
Feb 2, 2017: Read twice and referred to the Select Committee on Intelligence.
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