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HR 2640

Every Child Deserves a Family Act

Congress: 115 (2017-2019, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Families

Introduced: May 24, 2017

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Human Resources.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Human Resources. (Jun 7, 2017)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/2640

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Lewis, John [D-GA-5]
Party: Democratic « State: GA ¢ Chamber: House
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Summary (as of May 24, 2017)

Every Child Deserves a Family Act

This bill prohibits adoption or foster care placement entities that receive federal assistance from using the sexual
orientation, gender identity, or marital status of a prospective adoptive or foster parent, or from using the sexual
orientation or gender identity of the child, to: (1) deny a person the opportunity to become an adoptive or foster parent; (2)
delay or deny the placement of a child for adoption or into foster care; or (3) require different or additional screenings or
procedures for adoptive or foster placement decisions, including whether to seek the termination of birth parent rights or
to make a child legally available for adoptive placement.

This bill directs the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to publish guidance on legal compliance with the
requirements of this bill and to assist entities with casework practices, recruitment efforts, and cultural competency
training.

This bill allows HHS to withhold payments under part B (Child and Family Services) or part E (Foster Care and Adoption
Assistance) of title IV of the Social Security Act from states that fail to comply with the requirements of this bill.

Actions Timeline

e Jun 7, 2017: Referred to the Subcommittee on Human Resources.
e May 24, 2017: Introduced in House
e May 24, 2017: Referred to the House Committee on Ways and Means.
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