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HR 1860
Disaster Assistance Recoupment Fairness Act of 2017

Congress: 115 (2017–2019, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Emergency Management
Introduced: Apr 3, 2017
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency
Management.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency Management. 
(Apr 4, 2017) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1860 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Meeks, Gregory W. [D-NY-5] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NY   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (4 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Rice, Kathleen M. [D-NY-4] D · NY Apr 6, 2017

Rep. Wilson, Frederica S. [D-FL-24] D · FL Apr 6, 2017

Rep. Jeffries, Hakeem S. [D-NY-8] D · NY May 24, 2017

Rep. Polis, Jared [D-CO-2] D · CO May 24, 2017

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Apr 4, 2017

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Emergency Management

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Apr 3, 2017) 

Disaster Assistance Recoupment Fairness Act of 2017

This bill authorizes the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to waive a debt owed to the United States

related to disaster assistance provided to an individual or household if:

such assistance was distributed based on an error by FEMA,

there was no fault on behalf of the debtor, and

the collection of the debt would be against equity and good conscience.

The Inspector General of the Department of Homeland Security shall: (1) monitor federal disaster assistance to

determine the percentage that is distributed based on a FEMA error; and (2) upon determining that such percentage

exceeds 4% for any 12-month period, notify the FEMA Administrator and publish such determination. The waiver

authority under this bill shall not apply to debts owed in relation to assistance provided for a disaster or emergency

declared after the date such a determination is published.

Unless there is evidence of fraud, FEMA shall not initiate any action to recover: (1) disaster assistance for an individual or

household later than three years after the last date the assistance was provided, or (2) amounts owed by an individual or

household in relation to such assistance later than three years after the date the amounts were determined to be owed.

Actions Timeline

Apr 4, 2017: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency Management.
Apr 3, 2017: Introduced in House
Apr 3, 2017: Referred to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
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