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S1775

Rural Veterans Travel Enhancement Act of 2017

Congress: 115 (2017-2019, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: Sep 7, 2017

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. (Sep 7, 2017)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/1775

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: MT ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D - WA Sep 7, 2017
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Veterans' Affairs Committee Senate Referred To Sep 7, 2017

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
115 HR 3720 Identical bill Sep 8, 2017: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.


https://legilist.com
https://legilist.com/bill/115/s/1775
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/1775
https://legilist.com/legislator/T000464
https://legilist.com/legislator/M001111
https://legilist.com/bill/115/hr/3720

Summary (as of Sep 7, 2017)

Rural Veterans Travel Enhancement Act of 2017

This bill requires Vet Centers (centers for readjustment counseling and related mental health services for veterans) to be
treated as Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) facilities for purposes of payment of medical-related expenses or
allowances for travel to or from a VA facility.

The bill makes permanent VA authority to transport individuals to and from VA facilities in connection with vocational
rehabilitation or counseling or for examination, treatment, or care.

The Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010 is amended to reauthorize through FY2020 grants to
state veterans service organizations to assist veterans in highly rural areas to travel to VA medical centers.

The VA shall: (1) establish a national protocol to administer medical examinations for volunteer drivers to participate in
the veterans transportation program, and (2) implement the protocol by first conducting a one-year pilot program. The
Government Accountability Office shall report to Congress on such program.

Actions Timeline

e Sep 7, 2017: Introduced in Senate
e Sep 7, 2017: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
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