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S 1724
Healthy Food Access for All Americans Act

Congress: 115 (2017–2019, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Taxation
Introduced: Aug 2, 2017
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.  (Aug 2, 2017) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/1724 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Warner, Mark R. [D-VA] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: VA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (4 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Capito, Shelley Moore [R-WV] R · WV Aug 2, 2017

Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA] D · PA Aug 2, 2017

Sen. Moran, Jerry [R-KS] R · KS Aug 2, 2017

Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI] D · MI Oct 4, 2017

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Aug 2, 2017

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Taxation

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

115 HR 4260 Identical bill Dec 5, 2017: Referred to the Subcommittee on Nutrition.
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Summary  (as of Aug 2, 2017) 

Healthy Food Access for All Americans Act

This bill amends the Internal Revenue Code to allow tax credits and grants for activities that provide access to healthy

food in food deserts.

A food desert must be more than 1 mile away from a grocery store in a metropolitan area or more than 10 miles away

outside of a metropolitan area. It must also meet population requirements and have either a poverty rate of at least 20%

or a median family income that does not exceed 80% of the median for the state or metropolitan area.

For entities that are certified by the Department of the Treasury as special access food providers using specified criteria,

the bill allows tax credits for operating a new grocery store or renovating an existing grocery store in a food desert. The

bill also authorizes grants for a portion of: (1) the construction costs of building a permanent food bank in a food desert,

and (2) the annual operating costs of temporary access merchants (mobile markets, farmers markets, and food banks).

Treasury, in coordination with the Department of Agriculture (USDA), must annually allocate the tax credits and grants to

special access food providers. Grants authorized by this bill are not considered gross income for tax purposes.

The bill also amends the Department of Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 to require USDA to update the Food

Access Research Atlas at least annually to account for food retailers that are placed in service during that year.

Actions Timeline

Aug 2, 2017: Introduced in Senate
Aug 2, 2017: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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