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HR 1431
EPA Science Advisory Board Reform Act of 2017

Congress: 115 (2017-2019, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Environmental Protection

Introduced: Mar 8, 2017

Current Status: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

Latest Action: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
(Mar 30, 2017)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1431

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Lucas, Frank D. [R-OK-3]
Party: Republican < State: OK e« Chamber: House
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Cosponsors (28 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Abraham, Ralph Lee [R-LA-5] R - LA Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Babin, Brian [R-TX-36] R-TX Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Banks, Jim [R-IN-3] R -IN Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Barton, Joe [R-TX-6] R-TX Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Biggs, Andy [R-AZ-5] R-AZ Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Bridenstine, Jim [R-OK-1] R -OK Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Brooks, Mo [R-AL-5] R - AL Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Chaffetz, Jason [R-UT-3] R -UT Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Dunn, Neal P. [R-FL-2] R -FL Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Farenthold, Blake [R-TX-27] R-TX Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Goodlatte, Bob [R-VA-6] R - VA Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Gosar, Paul A. [R-AZ-4] R-AZ Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Higgins, Clay [R-LA-3] R LA Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Hultgren, Randy [R-IL-14] R-IL Mar 8, 2017
Rep. LaHood, Darin [R-1L-18] R-IL Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Marshall, Roger [R-KS-1] R -KS Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Palazzo, Steven M. [R-MS-4] R -MS Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Pearce, Stevan [R-NM-2] R -NM Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Peterson, Collin C. [D-MN-7] D - MN Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Posey, Bill [R-FL-8] R -FL Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Rohrabacher, Dana [R-CA-48] R - CA Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Schweikert, David [R-AZ-6] R-AZ Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Sessions, Pete [R-TX-32] R-TX Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Smith, Lamar [R-TX-21] R-TX Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Tipton, Scott R. [R-CO-3] R-CO Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Weber, Randy K., Sr. [R-TX-14] R-TX Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Webster, Daniel [R-FL-11] R-FL Mar 8, 2017
Rep. Young, Don [R-AK-At Large] R - AK Mar 8, 2017
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Environment and Public Works Committee Senate Referred To Mar 30, 2017
Science, Space, and Technology Committee House Reported By Mar 27, 2017

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

Bill Relationship
115 HRES 233

Last Action

Procedurally related ~ Mar 29, 2017: Motion to reconsider laid on the table Agreed to without objection.
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Summary (as of Mar 30, 2017)

(This measure has not been amended since it was reported to the House on March 27, 2017. The summary of that
version is repeated here.)

EPA Science Advisory Board Reform Act of 2017

(Sec. 2) This bill amends the Environmental Research, Development, and Demonstration Authorization Act of 1978 to
revise the process of selecting members of the Science Advisory Board, guidelines for participation in board advisory
activities, and terms of office. The board provides scientific advice to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). This
bill requires the board to independently provide that advice.

Among the revisions to requirements concerning the board's membership are the following:

a requirement to balance scientific and technical points of view;

a set minimum level of representation from state, local, or tribal governments;

allowance of affiliation with, or representation of, entities that may have a potential interest in the board's advisory
activities;

conflict of interest restrictions;

restrictions on participation in advisory activities involving review of a member's work;

a prohibition on appointment of registered lobbyists; and

prohibitions on member receipt of current EPA grants or contracts.

The EPA must make public a list of nominees to the board and accept public comments on the nominees. Reports filed
upon the provisional nomination of a member disclosing financial relationships and interests must also be made public.

The EPA must provide draft risk or hazard assessments in its regulatory proposals and documents to the board. The
board's advice and comments must be included in the record regarding any such proposal and published in the Federal
Register.

The board's member committees and investigative panels must operate in accordance with the membership,
participation, and policy requirements contained in this bill, including new requirements for public participation in advisory
activities of the board. The member committees and investigative panels do not have the authority to make decisions on
behalf of the board and may not report directly to the EPA.

The bill imposes additional public participation requirements, including:

e The EPA and the board must make public all reports and relevant scientific information at the same time they are
received by the board;

e The board must hold public information-gathering sessions to discuss the state of the science related to a major
advisory activity;

e Prior to convening a member committee or investigative panel, the EPA must accept and address public comments
on questions asked of the board, and

e The board, member committees, and investigative panels may not accept a question that unduly narrows the
scope of an advisory activity.

In carrying out its advisory activities, the board must: (1) strive to avoid making policy determinations or



recommendations, (2) communicate uncertainties associated with the scientific advice provided to the EPA or Congress,
(3) encourage dissenting members to make their views known, (4) conduct periodic reviews to ensure that its activities
address the most important scientific issues affecting the EPA, and (5) respond to Congress fully and in a timely manner.

(Sec. 3) This bill shall not be construed as supplanting the requirements of the Federal Advisory Committee Act or the
Ethics in Government Act of 1978.

Actions Timeline

e Mar 30, 2017: Considered under the provisions of rule H. Res. 233. (consideration: CR H2564-2576)

e Mar 30, 2017: Rule provides for consideration of H.R. 1431 with 1 hour of general debate. Previous question shall be
considered as ordered without intervening motions except motion to recommit. Measure will be considered read. Bill is
closed to amendments.

e Mar 30, 2017: DEBATE - The House proceeded with one hour of debate on H.R. 1431.
e Mar 30, 2017: The previous question was ordered pursuant to the rule.

e Mar 30, 2017: Mr. Foster moved to recommit with instructions to the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology.
(text: CR H2573-2574)

e Mar 30, 2017: Floor summary: DEBATE - The House proceeded with 10 minutes of debate on the Foster motion to
recommit with instructions. The instructions contained in the motion seek to report the same back to the House
forthwith with an amendment to prohibit members of the Science Advisory Board from being employed by any
corporate entity that has an interest before the Board during that members service, and for three years following that
members service.

e Mar 30, 2017: The previous question on the motion to recommit with instructions was ordered without objection.
e Mar 30, 2017: On motion to recommit with instructions Failed by the Yeas and Nays: 189 - 233 (Roll no. 207).

e Mar 30, 2017: Passed/agreed to in House: On passage Passed by recorded vote: 229 - 193 (Roll no. 208).(text of
measure as reported: CR H2564-2565)

e Mar 30, 2017: On passage Passed by recorded vote: 229 - 193 (Roll no. 208). (text of measure as reported: CR
H2564-2565)

e Mar 30, 2017: Motion to reconsider laid on the table Agreed to without objection.

e Mar 30, 2017: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

e Mar 29, 2017: Rule H. Res. 233 passed House.

e Mar 28, 2017: Rules Committee Resolution H. Res. 233 Reported to House. Rule provides for consideration of H.R.
1431 with 1 hour of general debate. Previous question shall be considered as ordered without intervening motions
except motion to recommit. Measure will be considered read. Bill is closed to amendments.

e Mar 27, 2017: Reported by the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology. H. Rept. 115-63.
e Mar 27, 2017: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 35.

e Mar 9, 2017: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.

e Mar 9, 2017: Ordered to be Reported by the Yeas and Nays: 19 - 14.

e Mar 8, 2017: Introduced in House

e Mar 8, 2017: Referred to the House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology.
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