LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — December 10, 2025
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/115/hr/1002

HR 1002

National Heritage Area Act of 2017

Congress: 115 (2017-2019, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources

Introduced: Feb 13, 2017

Current Status: ASSUMING FRIST SPONSORSHIP - Mr. McKinley asked unanimous consent that he may hereafter be
the first

Latest Action: ASSUMING FRIST SPONSORSHIP - Mr. McKinley asked unanimous consent that he may hereafter be
the first sponsor of H.R. 1002, a bill originally introduced by Representative Dent, for the purpose of adding cosponsors
and requesting reprintings pursuant to clause 7 of rule XIl. Agreed to without objection. (Jul 25, 2018)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1002

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Dent, Charles W. [R-PA-15]
Party: Republican < State PA ¢ Chamber: House
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Rep. Richmond, Cedric L. [D-LA-2]
Rep. Collins, Chris [R-NY-27]
Rep. Murphy, Tim [R-PA-18]
Rep. Delaney, John K. [D-MD-6]
Rep. Lujan, Ben Ray [D-NM-3]
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Rep. Turner, Michael R. [R-OH-10]
Rep. Sarbanes, John P. [D-MD-3]
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Rep. Clay, Wm. Lacy [D-MO-1]

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber

Natural Resources Committee House

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Feb 13, 2017)

National Heritage Area Act of 2017

This bill establishes a National Heritage Areas System to recognize certain areas of the United States that tell nationally
significant stories and to conserve, enhance, and interpret the areas' natural, historic, scenic, and cultural resources that
illustrate significant aspects of U.S. heritage. Through such system, the Department of the Interior may provide technical
and financial assistance to local coordinating entities to support the establishment, development, and continuity of such
areas.

The system shall be comprised of:

e such areas designated by Congress under this bill;

e such areas designated after enactment of this bill, unless the law designating the area exempts it from inclusion in
the system; and

¢ 49 specified areas; and

e any other national heritage areas designated before this bill's enactment.

National heritage areas shall not be considered to be units of the National Park System.

Interior shall: (1) undertake studies as directed by Congress to assess the feasibility of designating proposed national
heritage areas, (2) approve or disapprove the management plan prepared by the local coordinating entity for an area, and
(3) evaluate the accomplishments of an area every 10 years after its designation and submit a recommendation on
whether federal funding for such area should be continued, reduced, or eliminated.

The bill: (1) specifies the criteria that Interior shall apply to determine the suitability and feasibility of designating proposed
national heritage areas, and (2) states that the designation of an area shall be by federal statute and contingent on the
prior completion of a management plan and an affirmative determination by Interior that the area meets such criteria.

Actions Timeline

e Jul 25, 2018: ASSUMING FRIST SPONSORSHIP - Mr. McKinley asked unanimous consent that he may hereafter be
the first sponsor of H.R. 1002, a bill originally introduced by Representative Dent, for the purpose of adding cosponsors
and requesting reprintings pursuant to clause 7 of rule XIl. Agreed to without objection.

e Feb 27, 2017: Referred to the Subcommittee on Federal Lands.

e Feb 13, 2017: Introduced in House

e Feb 13, 2017: Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources.
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