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S 895

Servicemember and Veteran Protection Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Education

Introduced: Mar 26, 2015

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. (Mar 27, 2015)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/895

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: MT ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Veterans' Affairs Committee Senate Referred To Mar 27, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Mar 26, 2015)

Servicemember and Veteran Protection Act of 2015

Amends title IV (Student Assistance) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 to allow members of the Armed Forces and
National Guard to defer payments of principal on their Federal Family Education Loans, William D. Ford Federal Direct
Loans, and Federal Perkins Loans for the period (up to 180 days) beginning on the date they receive a call or order to
duty in connection with a war, military operation, or national emergency and ending on their first day of service.
(Currently, the payment of principal on those loans is also deferred during their period of service and for the 180-day
period after their demobilization date.)

Allows individuals whose call to duty is cancelled before their first day of service: (1) due to a service training injury, to
defer payments of principal on those loans through what would have been their period of service; and (2) for a reason
other than a service training injury, to defer payments of principal on those loans for 14 days after that cancellation.

Directs the Secretary of Defense, each fiscal year, to provide an increase in the rates of educational assistance payable
to certain members of the Selected Reserve, which shall be not less than the percentage by which the average cost of
undergraduate tuition in the United States for the last academic year exceeds the average cost of such tuition for the year
before that academic year. (Currently, such percentage increase is based on increases in the Consumer Price Index over
such period.)

Amends the Fair Credit Reporting Act to require a consumer reporting agency, upon the request of an active duty military
consumer or an individual acting on that consumer's behalf, to:

e include an active duty freeze alert in the file of that consumer and also provide that alert along with any credit score
generated in using that file for at least 12 months,

e exclude the consumer for 2 years from any list of consumers prepared by the agency and provided to any third
party to offer credit or insurance to the consumer as part of a transaction that was not initiated by the consumer,
and

¢ refer the active duty freeze alert information to each of the other consumer reporting agencies that compile and
maintain files on consumers on a nationwide basis.

Requires each active duty freeze alert to notify prospective users of the consumer's credit report that the consumer does
not authorize: (1) the establishment of any new credit plan or extension of credit in the consumer's name, (2) the
issuance of an additional card on an existing credit account requested by a consumer, or (3) any increase in the credit
limit on an existing credit account requested by a consumer. Prohibits prospective users of the credit report from taking
such actions.

Directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to report to Congress on the effect on the privacy of veterans of the use of social
security numbers to uniquely identify veterans.

Actions Timeline

e Mar 27, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
e Mar 26, 2015: Introduced in Senate
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