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S 887
Federal Spectrum Incentive Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications
Introduced: Mar 26, 2015
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.  (Mar 26, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/887 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: MA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Fischer, Deb [R-NE] R · NE Mar 26, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Mar 27, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 HR 3682 Related bill Sep 30, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Research and Technology.

114 HR 1641 Related bill Dec 2, 2015: Forwarded by Subcommittee to Full Committee by Voice Vote .
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Summary  (as of Mar 26, 2015) 

Federal Spectrum Incentive Act of 2015

Amends the National Telecommunications and Information Administration Organization Act to allow federal entities that

utilize government station licenses to participate in the incentive auction program under which licensees of

electromagnetic spectrum voluntarily relinquish their spectrum rights in order for such spectrum to be auctioned for a

repurposed commercial use in exchange for a percentage of the auction proceeds.

Permits such federal entities, instead of being reimbursed for the costs of sharing frequencies with nonfederal users or

relocating to other frequencies as provided for under current law, to receive a percentage of the proceeds from spectrum

it relinquishes for auction by electing to: (1) discontinue operations on eligible frequencies without relocating to other

frequencies, or (2) relocate operations to frequencies assigned to another federal entity in order for such entities to share

frequencies.

Establishes in the Treasury a Federal Spectrum Incentive Fund to be administered by the Office of Management and

Budget (OMB) in consultation with the National Telecommunications and Information Administration.

Requires 1% of the proceeds from such auctions to be deposited in such Fund and the remainder to be deposited in the

general fund of the Treasury for the sole purpose of deficit reduction.

Directs OMB to transfer from the Fund to a federal entity a specified amount attributable to the auction of frequencies

vacated by such entity. Permits federal entities to use such amounts for: (1) any purposes permitted under the terms and

conditions of an appropriations account for which budgetary resources were canceled for a fiscal year under a

sequestration order under the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, provided that the amount

used does not exceed the amount by which the account was reduced under the sequestration order for such fiscal year;

or (2) a transfer of amounts to an incumbent federal entity for such purposes when the federal entity relinquishing

spectrum relocates its operations to frequencies assigned to another federal entity in order to share frequencies.

Actions Timeline

Mar 26, 2015: Introduced in Senate
Mar 26, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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