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S 787
NTIS Elimination Act

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications
Introduced: Mar 18, 2015
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.  (Mar 18, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/787 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. McCaskill, Claire [D-MO] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: MO   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Ayotte, Kelly [R-NH] R · NH Mar 18, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Mar 18, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 HR 443 Related bill Feb 19, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Research and Technology.
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Summary  (as of Mar 18, 2015) 

NTIS Elimination Act

Repeals the National Technical Information Act of 1988, which provided for establishment of the National Technical

Information Service (NTIS), effective one year after the enactment of this Act.

Directs the Secretary of Commerce, the Archivist of the United States, and the Comptroller General to consult with the

Director of the Office of Management and Budget to determine if any NTIS activity or function is critical to the national

economy and is not being carried out by any other federal government agency, instrumentality, or contractor. Authorizes

the the Secretary to transfer responsibility for any such activity or function to another office within Commerce. Directs the

Secretary, before one year after enactment of this Act, to certify that all other NTIS operations have been terminated.

Defines as "critical to the national economy" an activity or function that promotes U.S. economic growth by providing

access to information that stimulates innovation and discovery.

Authorizes Commerce to continue to maintain a permanent repository of nonclassified scientific, technical, and

engineering information, which shall be publicly available and searchable in a format useful to American industry,

business, libraries, and research institutions. Requires all federal entities to send electronic copies of all nonclassified

scientific, technical, and engineering reports and information to Commerce for inclusion in the repository.

Directs the Department of the Treasury to transfer all unexpended balances in the NTIS Revolving Fund to Commerce to

be expended solely for the maintenance of the repository and to dissolve the Fund.

Actions Timeline

Mar 18, 2015: Introduced in Senate
Mar 18, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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