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S 735
Level Playing Field in Trade Agreements Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Foreign Trade and International Finance
Introduced: Mar 12, 2015
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.  (Mar 12, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/735 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: OR   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Baldwin, Tammy [D-WI] D · WI Mar 12, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Mar 12, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Foreign Trade and International Finance

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Mar 12, 2015) 

Level Playing Field in Trade Agreements Act of 2015

No trade agreement with a country, or implementing bill for one, may receive expedited consideration by Congress under

any provision of law, including any limitation on amendments or debate in either the Senate (except under rule XXII of the

Standing Rules) or the House of Representatives unless the agreement:

includes binding and enforceable requirements that all producers of merchandise exported to the United States

from that country pay adequate wages and maintain sustainable production methods; and

provides that, for purposes of such merchandise, the application of antidumping duty laws under the Tariff Act of

1930 shall be modified according to this Act.

The administering authority, in determining the normal price of covered merchandise and whether it is or is likely to be

sold at less than fair value, must increase the price by the difference, if any, between the actual cost of producing the

merchandise and the estimated cost of producing it if the producer paid its employees adequate wages and maintained

sustainable production methods.

Certain interested parties that petition for an antidumping proceeding with respect to covered merchandise relying on

calculations of normal value under this Act shall be presumed to demonstrate that they are materially injured, or

threatened with material injury, by reason of imports of the covered merchandise unless:

the country from which the covered merchandise is exported is covered by a precertification, or

the estimated cost of producing the covered merchandise is equal to or greater than the cost of producing it in the

country in which the interested party is located.

The administering authority shall issue a precertification with respect to wages, production methods, or both, for

merchandise of a requesting exporter or producer that demonstrates to the administering authority's satisfaction that all

such merchandise, including significant components or ingredients, was or will be produced under conditions under which

all employees receive adequate wages or sustainable production methods are maintained.

The administering authority shall also issue a precertification for all merchandise imported from a country if that country's

government maintains and enforces laws requiring all producers of such merchandise in that country to pay its

employees adequate wages and to maintain sustainable production methods.

The administering authority, the Secretary of Labor, and the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency may

jointly establish procedures pursuant to which obtaining certification from an independent third-party standards-setting

organization may demonstrate eligibility for a precertification.

Actions Timeline

Mar 12, 2015: Introduced in Senate
Mar 12, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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