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HR 731
Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement
Introduced: Feb 4, 2015
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.  (Mar 16,
2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/731 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Nugent, Richard B. [R-FL-11] 
Party: Republican   •   State: FL   •   Chamber: House
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Cosponsors  (39 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Brooks, Susan W. [R-IN-5] R · IN Feb 4, 2015

Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-20] D · FL Feb 4, 2015

Rep. Jolly, David W. [R-FL-13] R · FL Feb 4, 2015

Rep. Joyce, David P. [R-OH-14] R · OH Feb 4, 2015

Rep. Lance, Leonard [R-NJ-7] R · NJ Feb 4, 2015

Rep. Lowenthal, Alan S. [D-CA-47] D · CA Feb 4, 2015

Rep. Napolitano, Grace F. [D-CA-32] D · CA Feb 4, 2015

Rep. Pocan, Mark [D-WI-2] D · WI Feb 4, 2015

Rep. Reichert, David G. [R-WA-8] R · WA Feb 4, 2015

Rep. Ryan, Tim [D-OH-13] D · OH Feb 4, 2015

Rep. Scott, Robert C. "Bobby" [D-VA-3] D · VA Feb 4, 2015

Rep. Sensenbrenner, F. James, Jr. [R-WI-5] R · WI Feb 4, 2015

Rep. Slaughter, Louise McIntosh [D-NY-25] D · NY Feb 4, 2015

Rep. Brownley, Julia [D-CA-26] D · CA Feb 10, 2015

Rep. Sessions, Pete [R-TX-32] R · TX Feb 10, 2015

Rep. Paulsen, Erik [R-MN-3] R · MN Feb 11, 2015

Rep. Loebsack, David [D-IA-2] D · IA Feb 13, 2015

Rep. Amodei, Mark E. [R-NV-2] R · NV Mar 4, 2015

Rep. Honda, Michael M. [D-CA-17] D · CA May 8, 2015

Rep. MacArthur, Thomas [R-NJ-3] R · NJ May 8, 2015

Rep. Conyers, John, Jr. [D-MI-13] D · MI Jun 4, 2015

Rep. Cicilline, David N. [D-RI-1] D · RI Jun 9, 2015

Rep. McSally, Martha [R-AZ-2] R · AZ Jul 7, 2015

Rep. Carson, Andre [D-IN-7] D · IN Jul 13, 2015

Rep. Heck, Joseph J. [R-NV-3] R · NV Sep 8, 2015

Rep. DeSaulnier, Mark [D-CA-11] D · CA Oct 21, 2015

Rep. Moore, Gwen [D-WI-4] D · WI Nov 17, 2015

Rep. Gowdy, Trey [R-SC-4] R · SC Dec 2, 2015

Rep. Cummings, Elijah E. [D-MD-7] D · MD Dec 8, 2015

Rep. DesJarlais, Scott [R-TN-4] R · TN Dec 8, 2015

Rep. Johnson, Henry C. "Hank," Jr. [D-GA-4] D · GA Dec 8, 2015

Rep. Smith, Adam [D-WA-9] D · WA Dec 8, 2015

Rep. Watson Coleman, Bonnie [D-NJ-12] D · NJ Dec 8, 2015

Rep. Delaney, John K. [D-MD-6] D · MD Dec 10, 2015

Rep. Poliquin, Bruce [R-ME-2] R · ME Dec 10, 2015

Rep. Langevin, James R. [D-RI-2] D · RI Jan 11, 2016

Rep. Lofgren, Zoe [D-CA-19] D · CA Jan 11, 2016

Rep. Luetkemeyer, Blaine [R-MO-3] R · MO Jan 11, 2016

Rep. Bilirakis, Gus M. [R-FL-12] R · FL Feb 25, 2016
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Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Mar 16, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 HR 3722 Related bill Sep 30, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Research and Technology.

114 S 2002 Related bill Feb 10, 2016: Committee on the Judiciary. Hearings held.

114 S 993 Related bill Jan 15, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and
Investigations.

114 HR 1854 Related bill Jan 12, 2016: Ordered to be Reported by Voice Vote.

114 S 1738 Related bill Jul 9, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

https://legilist.com/bill/114/hr/3722
https://legilist.com/bill/114/s/2002
https://legilist.com/bill/114/s/993
https://legilist.com/bill/114/hr/1854
https://legilist.com/bill/114/s/1738


Summary  (as of Feb 4, 2015) 

Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Act of 2015

Amends the Mentally Ill Offender Treatment and Crime Reduction Act of 2004 to: (1) expand the assistance provided

under such Act, and (2) reauthorize appropriations for FY2016-FY2020.

Authorizes the Attorney General to award grants to establish or expand: (1) veterans treatment court programs, which

involve collaboration among criminal justice, veterans, and mental health and substance abuse agencies to provide

qualified veterans (preliminarily qualified offenders who were discharged from the armed forces under conditions other

than dishonorable) with intensive judicial supervision and case management, treatment services, alternatives to

incarceration, and other appropriate services, including housing, transportation, job training, education, and assistance in

obtaining benefits; (2) peer to peer services or programs to assist such veterans in obtaining treatment, recovery,

stabilization, or rehabilitation; (3) practices that identify and provide treatment, rehabilitation, legal, transitional, and other

appropriate services to such veterans who have been incarcerated; and (4) training programs to teach criminal justice,

law enforcement, corrections, mental health, and substance abuse personnel how to identify and respond to incidents

involving such veterans.

Revises the definition of "preliminarily qualified offender" to include, in the case of a veterans treatment court program, an

adult or juvenile accused of an offense who has been diagnosed with, or manifests obvious signs of, mental illness or a

substance abuse disorder or co-occurring mental illness and substance abuse disorder. Removes a requirement that the

adult or juvenile be accused of a nonviolent offense. Requires preliminarily qualified offenders to be unanimously

approved for participation in a collaboration program by, when appropriate, the relevant prosecuting attorney, defense

attorney, probation or corrections official, judge, and representative from the relevant mental health agency.

Authorizes the Attorney General to award grants to enhance the capabilities of a correctional facility to: (1) identify and

screen for mentally ill inmates; (2) plan and provide assessments of the clinical, medical, and social needs of inmates and

appropriate treatment and services that address mental health and substance abuse needs; (3) develop, implement, and

enhance post-release transition plans that coordinate services and public benefits, the availability of mental health care

and substance abuse treatment services, alternatives to solitary confinement and segregated housing, and mental health

screening and treatment for inmates placed in solitary confinement or segregated housing; and (4) train employees in

identifying and responding to incidents involving inmates with mental health disorders or co-occurring mental health and

substance abuse disorders.

Authorizes the Attorney General to make grants to provide support for programs that teach law enforcement personnel

how to identify and respond to incidents involving persons with such disorders.

Directs the Attorney General to give priority in awarding grants for adult or juvenile collaboration programs to applications

that: (1) propose interventions that have been shown by empirical evidence to reduce recidivism, and (2) use validated

assessment tools to target preliminarily qualified offenders with a moderate or high risk of recidivism and a need for

treatment and services.

Actions Timeline

Mar 16, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.
Feb 4, 2015: Introduced in House
Feb 4, 2015: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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