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S6/72

Keep Kids in School Act

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Education

Introduced: Mar 4, 2015

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (Mar 4, 2015)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/672

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA]
Party: Democratic « State: PA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors
No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Mar 4, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Mar 4, 2015)

Keep Kids in School Act

Amends the school improvement program under part A of title | of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965
(ESEA) to require state school improvement plans to contain assurances that the state will work with other education
stakeholders to reduce suspensions and expulsions in public preschool programs and public elementary and secondary
schools.

Requires the school improvement plans of local educational agencies (LEAS) to include:

e a description of the actions the LEA will take to reduce suspensions and expulsions and how the LEA will measure
their success in doing so;

e an assurance that the LEA will report on the training provided to school staff to reduce suspensions and expulsions
and how suspended students will receive ongoing educational services that enable them to resume their previous
studies upon returning to school;

e an assurance that each of the LEA's schools will make publicly available its suspension and expulsion policy or the
LEA's policy if the policy operates on the LEA level; and

e an assurance that each of the LEA's schools will make available, upon request, information about the behavior that
resulted in each suspension or expulsion.

Requires the annual state and local report cards to include specified information concerning school suspensions and
expulsions, including the training and support provided to school staff to reduce those disciplinary actions.

Reserves a portion of the funds under part A (Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities) of title IV of the ESEA for
grants to the 50 LEAs with an approved application that have the highest suspension and expulsion rates and the
greatest disparity in those rates for specified student subgroups and the student body as a whole. Allows those grants to
be used for:

e training on developmentally, culturally, and linguistically appropriate prevention and de-escalation strategies;
positive behavioral intervention systems;

tiered disciplinary systems;

training on conflict resolution and restorative justice;

hiring additional school-based mental health services providers; and

other evidence-based approaches to reducing school suspensions and expulsions.

Authorizes LEAs to use their subgrants under part A (Teacher and Principal Training and Recruiting Fund) of title 1l of the
ESEA to provide school personnel with training on ways to reduce the use of suspensions and expulsions, especially
when those actions result in disparities between the suspension and expulsion rates for specified student subgroups and
the student body as a whole.

Actions Timeline

e Mar 4, 2015: Introduced in Senate
e Mar 4, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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