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S 648
Medicare Formulary Improvement Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Mar 4, 2015
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.  (Mar 4, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/648 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Grassley, Chuck [R-IA] 
Party: Republican   •   State: IA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH] D · OH Mar 4, 2015

Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI] D · MI Apr 27, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Mar 4, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of Mar 4, 2015) 

Medicare Formulary Improvement Act of 2015

This bill amends part D (Voluntary Prescription Drug Benefit Program) of title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act

to require a sponsor offering a prescription drug plan (PDP) to include all covered part D drugs in the following categories

and classes of drugs in the formulary: (1) anticonvulsants, (2) antidepressants, (3) antineoplastics, (4) antipsychotics, (5)

antiretrovirals, and (6) immunosuppressants for the treatment of transplant rejection. Currently the Secretary of Health

and Human Services is required to identify categories and classes of drugs of clinical concern.

The Secretary is required, however, to establish any exceptions that permit a PDP sponsor to exclude from its formulary

a particular covered part D drug only through promulgation of a regulation, including a public notice and comment period.
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Actions Timeline

Mar 4, 2015: Introduced in Senate
Mar 4, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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