LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — January 6, 2026
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/114/s/638

S 638

Commonsense Legislative Exceptional Events Reforms Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Environmental Protection

Introduced: Mar 3, 2015

Current Status. Committee on Environment and Public Works. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 114-47.

Latest Action: Committee on Environment and Public Works. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 114-47. (Jun 3,
2015)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/638
Sponsor

Name: Sen. Flake, Jeff [R-AZ]
Party: Republican < Statee AZ ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (9 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Cornyn, John [R-TX] R-TX Mar 3, 2015
Sen. Crapo, Mike [R-1D] R-ID Mar 3, 2015
Sen. Inhofe, James M. [R-OK] R - OK Mar 3, 2015
Sen. Lee, Mike [R-UT] R-UT Mar 3, 2015
Sen. McCain, John [R-AZ] R-AZ Mar 3, 2015
Sen. Vitter, David [R-LA] R-LA Mar 3, 2015
Sen. Hatch, Orrin G. [R-UT] R-UT Mar 4, 2015
Sen. Thune, John [R-SD] R -SD Mar 4, 2015
Sen. Sessions, Jeff [R-AL] R -AL Jun 8, 2015
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Environment and Public Works Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee) Jun 3, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
114 HR 1320 Related bill Mar 6, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Power.
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Summary (as of Mar 3, 2015)

Commonsense Legislative Exceptional Events Reforms Act of 2015

This bill amends the Clean Air Act to revise the requirements for regulations that govern the review and handling of air
quality monitoring data influenced by exceptional events. (The Environmental Protection Agency [EPA] may exclude
monitored exceedances of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards from consideration when designating an area as
nonattainment, redesignating an area as nonattainment, or reclassifying an existing nonattainment area to a higher
classification if a state demonstrates that an exceptional event caused the exceedances.)

The criteria used to determine if an exceptional event was demonstrated must be specific in order to minimize the
discretion of the EPA in approving or disapproving the demonstration.

The EPA must make a determination within 90 days after the submission of a petition by a state of an exceptional event
demonstration. The demonstration is approved if the EPA does not make a determination by that deadline.

A determination must be based on a preponderance of the evidence and give substantial deference to the findings of the
state exceptional event demonstration. An appeal process for reviewing a disapproval of a demonstration is established.

Actions Timeline

e Jun 3, 2015: Committee on Environment and Public Works. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 114-47.
e Mar 3, 2015: Introduced in Senate

e Mar 3, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works. (Sponsor introductory
remarks on measure: CR S1253-1254)
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