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HR 59
Build TRUST Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement
Introduced: Jan 6, 2015
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.  (Jan 12,
2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/59 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Jackson Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: TX   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (4 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Conyers, John, Jr. [D-MI-13] D · MI Feb 5, 2015

Rep. Clay, Wm. Lacy [D-MO-1] D · MO Mar 6, 2015

Rep. Lawrence, Brenda L. [D-MI-14] D · MI May 8, 2015

Rep. Takano, Mark [D-CA-41] D · CA Dec 18, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Jan 12, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jan 6, 2015) 

Building Bridges and Transforming Resentment and Unfairness to Support and Trust for Municipal Law

Enforcement Act of 2015 or the Build TRUST Act of 2015

Reduces the amount that would otherwise be awarded to a unit of local government under the Edward Byrne Memorial

Justice Assistance Grant Program: (1) by 75% for any such unit that, during the previous three fiscal years, funded an

amount that on average was greater than 18% of its operating budget using revenue generated from collecting fines and

other fees related to violations of traffic laws; and (2) by 95% for any such unit for which, during the previous fiscal year,

the percentage of individuals who identify as a race who were employees of the law enforcement agency for that unit and

the percentage of individuals who identify as that race who live in the jurisdiction such agency serves differs by greater

than 30%.

Reduces by 50% the amount that would otherwise be awarded under such Program to state that did not reduce a

subgrant award to a unit of local government in accordance with this Act in the preceding fiscal year.

Requires the Attorney General to reallocate funds withheld from a state or unit of local government pursuant to this Act in

accordance with the Program.

Exempts any local governmental unit which certifies that it serves a population of less than 15,000 or to which the

Attorney General has granted a waiver for good cause shown based on specified factors, including that: (1) such unit has

taken affirmative action to ensure that adequate practices and procedures are in place to increase public trust and

confidence in the impartial and equitable administration of justice, and (2) the minority community is equitably

represented in the unit's legislative body and executive departments.

Actions Timeline

Jan 12, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.
Jan 6, 2015: Introduced in House
Jan 6, 2015: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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