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HR 5842
Helping Our Veterans with Chronic Pain and Opioid Addiction Act of 2016

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security
Introduced: Jul 14, 2016
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.  (Jul 14, 2016) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/5842 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Kuster, Ann M. [D-NH-2] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NH   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Coffman, Mike [R-CO-6] R · CO Jul 14, 2016

Rep. Takano, Mark [D-CA-41] D · CA Jul 25, 2016

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Veterans' Affairs Committee House Referred to Jul 14, 2016

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 HR 6062 Related bill Oct 19, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel.
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Summary  (as of Jul 14, 2016) 

Helping Our Veterans with Chronic Pain and Opioid Addiction Act of 2016

This bill requires the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to conduct a three-year pilot program to provide health and

social services and coordination of care and case management to covered veterans in need of treatment for opioid

addiction and chronic pain through VA facilities and through qualified non-VA health care providers.

A "covered veteran" is a veteran who is enrolled in the veterans' health care system and eligible for hospital, nursing

home, and domiciliary care under such system.

The pilot program shall be carried out in at least five different states with VA medical facilities that demonstrate: (1) the

need for additional resources to provide health care services to veterans for opioid abuse, (2) the highest rates per capita

of opioid addiction in the United States, and (3) a lack of sufficient VA capacity to meet the demand for such treatment.

Under such program, the VA: (1) may enter into contracts with non-VA providers to provide health care services to

veterans,  and (2) shall provide for the exchange of medical information between the VA and any such provider.

The VA shall conduct concurrent assessments of its capabilities and the capabilities of community providers to provide

health care services for the treatment of veterans with opioid dependency abuse or chronic pain.

The VA shall: (1) require all appropriate VA health care facilities and all VA facilities providing mental health and social

services to veterans to have a supply of naloxone or other medication for reversing opioid overdose, and (2) ensure that

all appropriate employees at such facilities receive training on the administration of such medication.

Actions Timeline

Jul 14, 2016: Introduced in House
Jul 14, 2016: Referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
Jul 14, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
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