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HR 5756
Degrees Not Debt Act

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Education
Introduced: Jul 13, 2016
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Training.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Training.  (Sep 19, 2016) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/5756 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Pocan, Mark [D-WI-2] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: WI   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (12 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Ellison, Keith [D-MN-5] D · MN Jul 13, 2016

Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] D · DC Sep 6, 2016

Rep. Carson, Andre [D-IN-7] D · IN Sep 6, 2016

Rep. Chu, Judy [D-CA-27] D · CA Sep 6, 2016

Rep. Clarke, Yvette D. [D-NY-9] D · NY Sep 6, 2016

Rep. Honda, Michael M. [D-CA-17] D · CA Sep 6, 2016

Rep. Lee, Barbara [D-CA-13] D · CA Sep 6, 2016

Rep. Watson Coleman, Bonnie [D-NJ-12] D · NJ Sep 6, 2016

Rep. Cicilline, David N. [D-RI-1] D · RI Sep 7, 2016

Rep. DeSaulnier, Mark [D-CA-11] D · CA Sep 8, 2016

Rep. McGovern, James P. [D-MA-2] D · MA Sep 8, 2016

Rep. Takano, Mark [D-CA-41] D · CA Sep 9, 2016

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Education and Workforce Committee House Referred to Sep 19, 2016

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 S 2191 Related bill Oct 21, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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Summary  (as of Jul 13, 2016) 

Degrees Not Debt Act

This bill amends title IV (Student Assistance) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 to establish a federal-state partnership

to promote state investment in public higher education.

It directs the Department of Education to award matching block grants to states to reduce tuition costs and support the

enrollment, retention, and degree completion of low-income students at public institutions of higher education. A state

that receives a grant must waive any unmet financial need for certain low-income students, maintain or increase per-

student operating support, maintain state-based financial aid levels, and limit tuition increases at public institutions of

higher education.

The bill prohibits the use of grant funds to increase an institution's endowment or to modernize, renovate, or repair

athletic facilities.

Actions Timeline

Sep 19, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Training.
Jul 13, 2016: Introduced in House
Jul 13, 2016: Referred to the House Committee on Education and the Workforce.
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