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HR 5203
Visa Integrity and Security Act of 2016

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Immigration
Introduced: May 12, 2016
Current Status: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by the Yeas and Nays: 14 - 10.
Latest Action: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by the Yeas and Nays: 14 - 10.  (May 25, 2016) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/5203 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Forbes, J. Randy [R-VA-4] 
Party: Republican   •   State: VA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (8 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Goodlatte, Bob [R-VA-6] R · VA May 12, 2016

Rep. Gowdy, Trey [R-SC-4] R · SC May 12, 2016

Rep. Marino, Tom [R-PA-10] R · PA May 12, 2016

Rep. Sensenbrenner, F. James, Jr. [R-WI-5] R · WI May 12, 2016

Rep. Gohmert, Louie [R-TX-1] R · TX May 19, 2016

Rep. Smith, Lamar [R-TX-21] R · TX May 19, 2016

Rep. Ratcliffe, John [R-TX-4] R · TX May 24, 2016

Rep. Barletta, Lou [R-PA-11] R · PA Jun 8, 2016

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Affairs Committee House Referred To May 12, 2016

Homeland Security Committee House Referred to May 20, 2016

Judiciary Committee House Referred to May 18, 2016

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of May 12, 2016) 

Visa Integrity and Security Act of 2016

This bill amends the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) to require that: (1) visa and admissions petitions and

applications filed with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) or a consular officer must contain all required

signatures; (2) each immigrant visa application must be signed in the presence of a consular officer and verified by oath;

(3) supporting documents that contain information in a foreign language may not be accepted without a certified English

translation; and (4) any requested additional information must be provided in complete form before a petition or

application is approved.

No petition or application may be approved unless a background check is completed to determine whether each

petitioner/applicant or beneficiary/derivative is a national security threat or is otherwise ineligible for entry.

A background check shall include a review of social media activity.

No immigrant or nonimmigrant visa may be issued (with specified exceptions) until completion of a security advisory

opinion for an alien: (1) who is a national of Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Syria, Sudan, Yemen, or any other country that the

Department of State determines appropriate; (2) who is a national of a country that the State Department has designated

as a country whose nationals should be subject to a security advisory opinion; or (3) for whom the consular officer

determines a security advisory opinion is appropriate.

A petition or application for an immigrant visa based upon a biological relationship between the petitioner or applicant and

the beneficiary or derivative must include genetic test results confirming such relationship.

DHS shall conduct an in-person interview with a person seeking any INA benefit, except for work authorization.

DHS shall: (1) submit and implement a plan for the use of advanced analytics software to ensure the proactive detection

of fraud in immigration benefits applications and petitions and to ensure that any such applicant or petitioner does not

pose a national security threat; and (2) complete a benefit fraud assessment for certain visa categories by FY2021.

The State Department may impose visa security surcharges.

The Homeland Security Act of 2002 is amended to require the assignment of DHS personnel to each diplomatic and

consular post that issues visas.

INA is amended to require an alien seeking U.S. entry to establish by clear and convincing evidence (currently, to

establish to the satisfaction of the consular officer or the Attorney General, respectively) that he or she is eligible to

receive the document required for entry or that he or she is is not inadmissible.

Actions Timeline

May 25, 2016: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.
May 25, 2016: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by the Yeas and Nays: 14 - 10.
May 20, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Border and Maritime Security.
May 18, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Border Security.
May 12, 2016: Introduced in House
May 12, 2016: Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committees on Homeland Security,
and Foreign Affairs, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

Generated by LegiList — https://legilist.com · Public data belongs to the public.

https://legilist.com

