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HR 5131
VOTE Act of 2016

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Government Operations and Politics
Introduced: Apr 29, 2016
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Research and Technology.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Research and Technology.  (Sep 30, 2016) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/5131 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Johnson, Henry C. "Hank," Jr. [D-GA-4] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: GA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (13 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Del. Plaskett, Stacey E. [D-VI-At Large] D · VI Apr 29, 2016

Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9] D · TN Apr 29, 2016

Rep. Doggett, Lloyd [D-TX-35] D · TX Apr 29, 2016

Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-20] D · FL Apr 29, 2016

Rep. Jackson Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] D · TX Apr 29, 2016

Rep. Pingree, Chellie [D-ME-1] D · ME Apr 29, 2016

Rep. Richmond, Cedric L. [D-LA-2] D · LA Apr 29, 2016

Rep. Veasey, Marc A. [D-TX-33] D · TX Apr 29, 2016

Rep. Watson Coleman, Bonnie [D-NJ-12] D · NJ Apr 29, 2016

Rep. Lieu, Ted [D-CA-33] D · CA May 23, 2016

Rep. Grijalva, Raúl M. [D-AZ-3] D · AZ May 26, 2016

Rep. Smith, Adam [D-WA-9] D · WA Jul 1, 2016

Rep. Brownley, Julia [D-CA-26] D · CA Dec 5, 2016

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Committee on House Administration House Referred To Apr 29, 2016

Science, Space, and Technology Committee House Referred to Sep 30, 2016

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Government Operations and Politics
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Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of Apr 29, 2016) 

Verifying Optimal Tools for Elections Act of 2016 or the VOTE Act of 2016

This bill amends the Help America Vote Act of 2002 to direct the Election Assistance Commission (EAC) to make a

payment to each eligible state in which a precinct used at least one outdated voting machine to administer the regularly

scheduled federal general election held in November 2012.

A state shall use the funds from such a payment to replace outdated voting machines in qualifying precincts with voting

machines that: (1) have never been used in any federal general election and are not outdated voting machines, or have

been used only with respect to federal general elections held after November 2012; and (2) are auditable and meet

specified requirements.

A state receiving such a payment shall ensure that all the outdated voting machines in its qualifying precincts have been

replaced in time for the regularly scheduled federal general election in November 2018.

The EAC shall make grants to states for the education and training, through webinars or other appropriate means, of

election officials and poll workers on matters including voting machine maintenance, pre- and post-election voting

machine testing, and the development of contingency plans.

The EAC shall also make grants to state or local governments to conduct pilot testing with respect to, and carry out the

implementation of, voting systems that use: (1) non-proprietary open source software, and (2) commercial or custom

firmware and hardware.

The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) shall develop, or fund the development of, a common data

format allowing for voting-equipment device interoperability.

A voting system used in a federal election in a state may not at any time during the election contain or use any election-

dedicated voting system technology that is not deposited by the state with the NIST National Software Reference Library

before the election.

Actions Timeline

Sep 30, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Research and Technology.
Apr 29, 2016: Introduced in House
Apr 29, 2016: Referred to the Committee on House Administration, and in addition to the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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